
JULY • AUGUST
2021

$5.95
athomeillinois.com

The next step 
Champaign couple bids 
a fine farewell to the 
house of their dreams

Food for thought 
Tasty, timely tailgating recipes from 
Wood N’ Hog’s Michael McDonald

Chinoiserie’s all the rage 
It’s bold, beautiful and hard  
to pronounce

Farm livin’ 
Our Barn Yarn series returns with a 
trip to rural Tolono
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TOP LAWYERS
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA AREA
BASED UPON A SURVEY OF THEIR PEERS
These LEADING LAWYERS have been recommended by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois.
Delmar K. Banner Banner Ford LLP Champaign 217.353.4900 AG; Close/Private Held; Real Estate: Comm; RE: Finance; Trust/Will/Estate
Chad S. Beckett Beckett Law Office PC Urbana 217.328.0263 Class Act/Mass Tort Pltf; Close/Private Held; Real Estate: Comm; Trust/Will/Estate
Ellyn J. Bullock Bullock Law LLC Champaign 217.351.6156 Adoption/Reproductive Technology; Civil Rights/Constitutional; School 
Jeffrey I. Cisco Cisco Law PC Champaign 217.991.0409 Crim Defense: DUI; Crim Def: Felon/Misd; Nursing Home Neg; PI: General; Work Comp
John L. Barger Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 AG; Gov/Muni/Lobby; Real Estate: Comm; RE: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate
Robert G. Grierson Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 AG; Banking; Close/Private Held; RE: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate
R. Sean Hocking Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 PI Defense: General; Products Liability Defense 
J. Patrick Lee Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 Criminal Defense: DUI; Crim Def: Felon/Misd; Family; PI Defense: General
Gregory C. Ray Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 PI Defense: General; Work Comp Defense
John F. Watson Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 Insurance, Insurance Cov & Reinsurance; Med-Mal Defense; PI Defense: General
Bruce L. Bonds Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Employment: Mgmt; PI Defense: General; Work Comp Defense
John D. Flodstrom Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Work Comp Defense
Keith E. Fruehling Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Employ: Mgmt; Med-Mal Def; PI Def: General; Product Liab Def; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Joseph K. Guyette Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 PI Defense: General; Prof’l Malpractice Def; Work Comp Defense
Renee L. Monfort Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Health; Med-Mal Defense
Michael E. Raub Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Med-Mal Defense; PI Defense: General; Products Liab Def; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Brian M. Smith Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Civ Rts/Constitution; Comm Lit; Employment: Mgmt
Toney J. Tomaso Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Work Comp Defense
Kenneth R. Torricelli Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 ADR: Personal Injury
Daniel P. Wurl Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Comm Lit; Insurance, Insurance Cov & Reinsurance; Med-Mal Defense
James D. Cottrell James D. Cottrell Law Office PC Champaign 217.693.4905 Agriculture; Land Use/Zoning; Real Estate: Commercial
Larry A. Apfelbaum Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Workers’ Compensation 
Todd A. Bresney Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1520 Personal Injury: General
Charles N. Edmiston II Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Workers’ Compensation 
William J. Harrington Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Personal Injury: General
Kathy A. Olivero Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Workers’ Compensation 
John J. Waldman Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Workers’ Compensation 
Richard P. Klaus Klaus LeFebvre & Wince LLP Champaign 217.337.4700 Civil Appellate; Comm Lit; PI Defense: General
Ryan R. Bradley Koester & Bradley LLP Champaign 217.267.1031 Personal Injury: General; Personal Injury Plaintiff’s: Product Liability
Thomas F. Koester Koester & Bradley LLP Champaign 217.337.1400 Class Act/Mass Tort Pltf; Crim Def: Felon/Misd; PI: General; PI: Prof’l Malpractice
Thomas B. Borton LivingstonBarger Champaign 217.351.7479 Med-Mal Defense; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Patricia L. Gifford Malman Law Champaign 312.629.0099 Nursing Home Negligence; Personal Injury: General
David M. Moss Moss & Moss PC Clinton 217.935.8341 Workers’ Compensation 
Nicholas M. Schiro Schiro & Themer Danville 217.443.1721 Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation 
Daniel C. Jones Tapella & Eberspacher LLC Charleston 217.639.7800 Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation 
K. Lindsay Rakers Tapella & Eberspacher LLC Charleston 217.639.7800 PI: General; PI: Professional Malpractice; PI Pltf: Product Liability
William R. Tapella II Tapella & Eberspacher LLC Charleston 217.639.7800 Personal Injury: General; Personal Injury: Professional Malpractice
William A. Peithmann The Peithmann Law Office Mahomet 217.586.6102 AG; Real Estate: Com; RE: Residential; Tax: Indiv; Trust/Will/Estate
Denise Knipp Bates Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Elder; Real Estate: Residential
William J. Brinkmann Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Ins/Ins Cov/Reinsurance; Med-Mal Def; PI Defense: General; Product Liab Def
James D. Green Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Insurance, Insurance Cov & Reinsurance; PI Defense: General
Richard R. Harden Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Med-Mal Defense; PI Defense: General
Kenneth D. Reifsteck Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Civil Appellate; Work Comp Defense
John M. Sturmanis Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Work Comp Defense
Lott H. Thomas Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Trust/Will/Estate
Bruce E. Warren Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Work Comp Defense
Duane A. Deters Wozniak & Associates Urbana 217.367.1647 Criminal Defense: DUI; Crim Defense: Felon/Misd
John T. Wozniak Wozniak & Associates Urbana 217.367.1647 Trust/Will/Estate

A lawyer CANNOT buy the distinction of Leading or Emerging Lawyer. The distinction was earned by being among those lawyers most often 
recommended by their peers. For a full description of our research process, a complete list of all Leading or Emerging Lawyers, and to view profiles 
of the lawyers listed on this page, go to 

www.LeadingLawyers.com
A Division of Law Bulletin Media – est. 1854

These EMERGING LAWYERS have been identified by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois who are age 40 or younger OR 
who have been admitted to the practice of law for 10 or fewer years.
Angelica W. Wawrzynek Armstrong Grove & Wawrzynek LLC Mattoon 217.234.7123 Closely & Privately Held Business; Trust/Will/Estate
Tyler J. Pratt Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Med-Mal Defense; PI Defense: General; Prof’l Malpractice Def; Transportation Defense
Gina Couri-Cyphers Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Personal Injury: General
Joseph R. Wetzel LivingstonBarger Champaign 217.351.7479 Commercial Litigation; PI Defense: General
Rowan E. Themer Schiro & Themer Champaign 217.607.0750 Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation 
Seth D. Baker Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 PI Defense: General; Work Comp Defense
Justin N. Brunner Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Gov/Muni/Lobby; Med-Mal Defense; PI Def: General; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Eric S. Chovanec Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Employment: Mgmt; Labor: Mgmt; Work Comp Defense
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The colorful backyard of Mindy and Kevin Cain in Savoy.
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Find more photos and feature content at news-gazette.com

6 Ask Karen
Champaign designer Karen Devine takes 
questions each issue. Today: Can you  
explain chinoiserie.

8 Chinoiserie is ...
Susan Harmon, who in her role with Premier 
Print Group has a hand in the production of  
At Home, gives us the answer.

14 Barn Yarn
To kick off the second round of our popular 
series on head-turning barns in our area, we visit 
the big ‘ol beauty belonging to Jerry Heinz and 
his family near Tolono.

22 Speaking of patios ...
The Smith Center, home of Illinois football, has 
a rooftop like no other, from putt-putt golf to 
movie-watching to lounging by fire pits.

The staircase near the 
entrance to Lori and Vance 
Barr's home. 
Photo by Robin Scholz.

On our cover

Contents
32 What’s cooking
Tailgating grilling trips from Wood N’ Hog 
Barbecue’s Michael McDonald, whose 
difference-making role in our community 
continues to grow.

34 Saying goodbye
Lori Barr and her family are headed to California. 
Sad, in that they have to bid farewell to one 
of the coolest homes in Champaign along the 
scenic University Avenue corridor.

40 My, how it’s grown
Years ago, Mindy Cain’s backyard setup was 
featured in At Home. Years later, so much as 
changed: raised bed planters, glass greenhouse, 
accent lightning.
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Carolyn Maille-Petersen is a pro when it comes 
to writing about home decor.

But, our new At Home contributor admits, 
“deciding how to decorate at home paralyzes me, 
so I rely on the professionals to help me when I 
want to do any updating.”

I’m tickled pink to have Maille-Petersen part of our At Home crew. 
In this issue, the freelance writer visits with Susan Harmon to 
showcase her splendid use of chinoiserie.

“I love seeing how other people 
decorate their homes and 
landscape their yards, both in 
real life and on television, and 
I enjoy reading home decor tips 
in magazines and browsing 
in furniture and home goods 
stores, but it hasn't made 
me any better at it in my own 
space,” she said.

A husband of 27 years (Todd) 
and two children (University of 
Kentucky senior Olivia, 21, and 
Noah, 24, who is finishing his 
UI graduate degree in Chicago) 
keep Maille-Petersen on her 
toes. “We also have two much-loved furballs (a tabby cat named 
Lilo and a mastiff named Missy),” she says. “And I do mean 
furballs – they shed like crazy!”

As far as her pick for personal decor style?

“Simple and casual,” she said. “My husband and I are very 
different in our preferences, but we've found common ground in 
contemporary Mission-style furniture paired with oversized chairs 
and couches that swallow me up when I sit in them.

“I also don't want to worry about the wear and tear that comes 
from truly living in a home and enjoying the company of friends, 
family and pets, so all our home decorating decisions have been 
made with an eye to durability as well as style.”

- Kerry Rossow

A warm welcomeAt Home in Central Illinois  
won first place in 2015  
for best niche publication, 
honorable mention in 2012 for 
best niche publication, and first 
place in 2008 and 2009 for best 
special section in the Illinois 
Press Association’s Newspapers 
in Excellence Contests.
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PHOTOS Kerry Rossow

K aren Devine, owner of Devine Designs 

and a member of Central Illinois 

Business magazine’s Class of 2011 

Forty Under 40, answers reader questions each 

issue. Submit them at karendevine@yahoo.com.

Q: What is chinoiserie, how do I incorporate it in 
my home design and how the heck do I say it?

A:  Chinoiserie (sheen•waa•zr•ee) is a European 
interpretation of Chinese, Japanese and other 
Asian design developed in the 18th century. 
At that time, few people were able to travel 
to Asia, but those who did, due to the rise 
in trade, developed a desire to incorporate 
Asian art and culture in their homes. Although 
the developers of chinoiserie had limited 
knowledge on the subject, they wanted to 
incorporate the exotic Eastern design and did 
so by manufacturing imitation Chinese porcelain 
and lacquer to match their European taste 
rather than respect the Chinese originals.

Elements that distinguish chinoiserie design: 

• oriental scenes
• pagodas and people
• stylized flowers
• landscape and bird motifs
• foo dogs
• fanciful and fierce animals such as dragons

Chinoiserie is timeless. It 
injects bold color and patterns 
into spaces. Today it’s a great 
way to warm up the neutral 
design of the last decade.

Updating a neutral bathroom 
with an exotic wallpaper will 
inject new energy into the 
space. Adding blue and white 
pottery to a neutral bookcase 
will add pattern which creates 
depth. Adding a pagoda style 
lantern to an entry will create 
a unique statement. Fabric 
pillows in a living room with a 
chinoiserie motif alongside a 
geometric and/or an animal 
print will create layers and 
texture for a space that 
will feel lush and inviting.

Color is a very important 
component of a chinoiserie 

Ask the
expert
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interior. Typically, intense and vibrant, in 
unexpected mixes such as turquoise, green 
and orange or subtle layers of blue and 
white. Brightly painted lacquer furniture with 
throw pillows, the addition of texture with 
leather, velvet and jute can pull together 
a dynamic and unique space. Even a 
neutral space, with the right textures and 
chinoiserie accents, can come alive!

Chinoiserie has never gone away completely 
but it definitely has had a resurgence in the 
last couple of years as people are home more. 
The warmth and depth of this design helps 
reference past travels, arts and culture which 
many of us have missed. It blends in beautifully 
with the Grandmilennial design which is trending 
now. It is maximalist design at its best!

So, whether bold and colorful or soft and 
neutral with the right combination of color 
and texture you can incorporate finishes, 
furniture and accessories with chinoiserie 
motifs to create a unique and vibrant home. 
Also, keep in mind that chinoiserie isn't 
just for the indoors! Extending this style 
to your porch or patio is a great way to 
connect this design to your outdoor space.
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Enticing
Delicious

Entertaining

217-351-2500 | 720 S. Neil St., Champaign
www.MichaelsCateringEvents.com

Art – the ultimate finishing touch!

120 W. Main Street Urbana • 217-384-2253
Open 10am-5pm Wednesday - Saturday  • Cinemagallery.cc

Bonnie Switzer

Rimas VisGirda
Janis Wunderlich
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Chinoiserie 
style in the 
dining area and 
family room 
(opposite).
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STORY Carolyn Maille-Petersen
PHOTOS Robin Scholz

For some people, decorating their home is best 

outsourced to the professionals. It’s a source of 

anxiety because the choices are overwhelming 

and mistakes can be expensive and long-lasting.

But for others, like Susan Harmon, 
it’s a labor of love that never ends; 
a challenge to be mastered.

Susan delights in home décor and textiles: the 
feel and the look, and the thrill of the hunt for 
that one special item that will complete a room. 
Though not a designer by trade, she has a knack 
for it, and it shows in every room of her home.

She and her husband, David, bought their 
current house three years ago. The 34-year-old 
Georgian colonial home has been completely 
renovated inside and out in that time.

Its distinctive style has Susan’s fingerprints 
all over it. She does all her own decorating, 
and even though the major work is complete, 
Susan will tell you that there is more to do.

“I’m just one of those people. I’ll never be done 
with where I live,” she says. “I’m always inspired 
by other people’s homes – what I see on TV.”

Bold and

Beautiful
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Chinoiserie, in particular, plays a 
significant role in her decorating style.

“Chinoiserie,” says Susan, “is a European 
translation of an Asian vibe.” She is drawn 
to the blues, whites, reds, blacks and 
golds for which chinoiserie is known, but 
maybe more importantly, she is drawn 
to it thanks in part to some chinoiserie 
influences in her mother’s decorating.

It all began with the blue and white chinoiserie 
dishes Susan received as a gift from her 

mother. “My mom has a blue and white 
theme in her kitchen with chinoiserie, and I 
always thought it was beautiful,” she said.

She was touched that her mother shared 
pieces from her own collection, and it was 
the inspiration for Susan to begin decorating 
her home with chinoiserie items of her own.

In Susan’s home, the style can be found in 
dishes, vases, bowls, lamps, wall hangings, 
rugs and planters, as well as in her clothes.

Left: Susan 
Harmon 
with some of 
chinoiserie style 
items in the entry 
to her  home.

Opposite, top: A 
chinoiserie style 
picture.

Opposite, middle: 
Paintings by her 
mother  above 
the couch in the 
living room.

Opposite, bottom: 
The family room 
chinoiserie style.
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The pieces she owns have been picked up 
over time. Some are gifts from her mom or 
estate sale finds. Others she purchased online 
at places like One Kings Lane or Houzz.

“I buy things that I’m drawn to, that 
speak to me,” she says.

What she doesn’t do is buy things 
simply to fill a space. She is patient. She 
will let a space sit empty until she is 
inspired or finds just the right piece.

That doesn’t mean she always knows where she 
is going to place an item she has purchased.

“Sometimes I know exactly where I’m going 
to put it; sometimes I might buy something 
and put it in a different space until I know 
where it really works for me,” she says.

Choosing colors that tie together the various 
rooms of her home is also important to Susan.

“I try to pick a couple colors that I 
incorporate into each room.” For her, 
those colors are blue, black and white.

Sometimes she will find something that is the 
wrong color but that has the right structure or 
design. In those instances, “I’ll bring it home 
and paint it to work in my environment.”

And while she doesn’t want things to 
be too “matchy-matchy,” she does want 
a sense of flow and connection.

This is particularly true in her foyer, which 
sat empty while she searched for the 
perfect rug to balance the two busy prints 
in adjacent areas: the cheetah print 
runner on her stairs and the red- and gold-
hued Persian rug in her dining room.

When she finally found what she wanted 
– a black and gold area rug that didn’t 
compete with the other two floor coverings 
– the rest fell together fairly quickly.

The black, gold and red elements in the 
Japanese cherry blossom giclee on the foyer 
wall and the chinoiserie style lamp on the 
accent table pull in colors from both the 
stairwell and the dining room. Add in the 
red slipper chair and the recently acquired 
accent table, and the look is complete. 
Susan loves how the legs on the red slipper 
chair and the accent table mirror one 
another. “It was kind of a find since they 
weren’t purchased together. You have to love 
when things like that work out by chance.”

In the dining room, Susan’s ability to mix and 
match styles and colors is on display. The 
dining room table is simple and traditional, as 
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is the hutch on the far side of the room, but the 
accent pieces are not. A painting of a geisha 
girl hangs above a tall blue, gold and white 
rectangular table with ornate fleur-de-lis cutouts. 
Atop the side table is a chinoiserie ginger jar. 
Across the room are two chairs with crushed 
velvet, bold-print red, blue and gold pillows.

Despite the various styles, the colors 
tie it all together as Susan intended.

There is very little in the dining room that is in 
the chinoiserie style – for good reason. Susan 
is deliberate in her choices so as not to overdo 
the chinoiserie theme. “I don’t want to get to 
the point that it’s a collection,” she says. “At 
that point it crosses over to being too much.”

In the sitting room, she has two chinoiserie 
vases on the coffee table that complement the 
blue velvet sofa, as well as an orange, blue 
and gold chinoiserie planter on the side table. 
Susan scoured online for more than a month 
before she found what she was looking for. It 
worked on multiple levels because the orange in 
the planter pulled out the orange in the pillows 
on the sofa, Susan says. It was also a lovely 
contrast against the green of the plant leaves.

In the kitchen, she has some chinoiserie vases 
on her counter and decorative chinoiserie plates 
hanging over the windows that look out into 
her backyard. She also has a set of chinoiserie 
dishes for everyday use on display in her 
kitchen cabinets. The most recent additions 
are two blue and white chinoiserie-style garden 
stools. “After I added those two pieces, I put 
the brakes on,” she says. “I don’t want it to 
look too cluttered, but I want enough things in 
my home to make it feel warm, not sterile.” That 
being said, she isn’t opposed to adding in a new 
piece. If she feels she’s maxed out a decorative 
style in a space, she will cull an item or two if 
she comes across something she absolutely 
can’t resist. She does have to restrain herself 
at times, she says. “It’s not a good idea to 
buy everything you like, although I want to.”

Though Susan does have a love for chinoiserie, 
it’s not the only decorative style that defines 
her home. She describes her design style as 
eclectic, and her home as having an urban vibe.

Her walls are white so she can play with color 
in her decorating choices, her floors are a pale 
engineered-wood surface that will take the 
wear and tear of their 100-pound goldendoodle, 
Shooter, and her window frames are black and 
free of window treatments so as not to block the 
light or the view to her yard. “I needed something 
light and bright ... something that felt uplifting.”

Top to bottom: The 
dining room.

The kitchen 
counter set.

A chinoiserie 
style item hangs 
on the pantry 
door.

Chinoiserie style 
in the kitchen.
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When dogs go shopping…

This message approved by Raven and Archer.
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(217) 384-7590
701 West Park Avenue, Champaign, Illinois 61820

whyprecision.com

Quality calls for Precision.
Siding • Windows • Walls • Garage doors • Cabinets

Drywall texturing • Epoxy floors & much more!

Ask how to get your FREE estimate!
Thanks for voting us #1 in the Painting Category  

of The People’s Choice 2019 awards!

As with all permanent or expensive decorating 
choices like window frames, she did her 
homework. She pored over old pictures and 
found that black window frames are timeless. 
They go back many years and are common in 
European architecture. The result is stunning, 
she says. She loves the way the windows frame 
the lush greenery in her backyard. “It was so 
much more than I thought it was going to be.”

She has also incorporated many pieces of art 
into her home that have personal meaning.

Her mother is an oil painter, and 
she has a selection of her artwork 
over the sofa in the TV room.

“It’s kind of an homage to my mom,” she 
says. “We have other pieces throughout 
the house, but I thought that that wall was 
the perfect place to display her work ... My 
mom will be 79 in September, and she still 
paints every day. She’s a tiny little woman, 
and I just think about her sweet little 
hands painting. It’s pretty nostalgic.” =

When Susan Harmon isn’t absorbed in a 
decorating project, she is working or keeping 
up with her and David’s four adult children: 
Alexis; Alek and his partner, Sophie, and 
their son, Gabriel; Jocelyn; and Jordan.

She has been in the print business 
for more than 20 years, working with 
family prior to moving from California 
to Illinois seven years ago.

She now works at Premier Print Group where 
she is an account executive. When she first 
started with Premier, she was a project 
manager, and it was her job to engineer 
printed pieces for the manufacturing 
process – including At Home magazine.

Now, as an account executive, she is 
using her creativity and artistic eye to 
help clients with their printing needs.

“Printing is actually seeing other people’s 
art and design brought to fruition, and 
I’m kind of just drawn to that in life in 
general. I just really love seeing how other 
people think and how they see things.”
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Mini donkey 
Sammy greets 
people in a 
pasture.
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STORY Dave Hinton
PHOTOS Robin Scholz

Jerry Heinz is particular when it comes to tending to the barn 

on the farm where he and wife Debra reside.

A lasting
impact
From horses to a game of H-O-R-S-E, 
historic Tolono barn has seen it all

When something needs fixed, not just any 
replacement part will do. He wants to stay 
true to the original for the working barn that 
was built before the Great Depression.

“We’ve tried to maintain it,” Heinz said. “It’s 
a challenge. There’s always something to 
do with it. I’ve tried to keep it original. The 
repairs that we have made – with the exception 
of the roof – I’ve tried to use lumber from 
other barns, except the tack room, which 
has new doors for added security.

Heinz said maintaining the barn’s character is 
important “just to keep it true to its style.” “A 
new board on an old barn sticks out like a 
sore thumb. It doesn’t have the character.”

Heinz did have to go away from the original 
theme when it came time to replace the 
windows. There was no way to repair the ones 
there, although the same style was used.

The center of the 
barn that used to 
house cattle.

B A R N  Y A R N
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The gambrel-style barn has two different 
pitches on the roof line. The upper pitch 
is flatter and gets steeper halfway down, 
which allows for more storage in the loft.

Daughter Allison Coulter uses it to board 
horses, and the barn has held as many 
as 5,000 bales but probably not again.

“It pretty much gets emptied every 
year,” Heinz said. “My daughter is pretty 
particular with her hay. What she doesn’t 
feed, a lot of times will get sold.”

The 60-by-40-foot main frame has a 
20-foot lean-to that was added shortly 
after the main barn was built.

“They are a landmark,” Heinz said. “No one’s 
building like this anymore. The old wooden 
barns are definitely a thing of the past. I feel 
pretty confident this one, short of a tornado 
or a fire, is going to be here for a long time.”

Top: The north 
side of the barn 
has paddocks.

Left: The doors 
and concrete 
steps that lead to 
the center of  
the barn.

Opposite, top: A 
couple of signs in 
the front area of 
the horse side.

Opposite, middle:  
A set of old 
hames, an old 
yoke, an old 
horseshoe and a 
skull whose origin 
is unknown.

Opposite, right: A 
cob-web-covered 
basketball hoop 
in the hay mow.
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Coulter said she has boarded horses there 
since about 2007. She houses up to 17 horses 
in the barn and other buildings on the farm.

“I was fortunate enough when I was first 
starting out that my grandparents let me 
take riding lessons on one of the horses 
they were boarding at their farm,” Coulter 
said, adding that gave her the idea as she 
saw the need for the boarding service.

The horses graze in the pasture, where cattle 
had continually grazed since the barn was built.

Coulter and her husband, Clayton, farm in the 
rural Longview-Villa Grove-Pesotum area, and 
she works at a sweet corn seed company 
near Tolono. She heads to her parents’ farm 
before and after work to feed the horses.

She prefers crushed corn cobs and wood 
shavings for bedding over straw.





The view from the 
road of the barn 
as horses graze in 
the pasture.
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Coulter, who has been riding since 
she was 11, owns two retired horses, 
one riding horse and a donkey.

Like Heinz, Coulter grew up on the farm. Heinz’ 
parents, the late Gilbert and Lela Heinz, moved 
to the farm – formally known as the Frank 
Nofftz estate – in 1962 as tenant farmers. They 
later acquired the property. Heinz’ parents had 
cattle on the farm, as did Heinz until 2006.

“I was too busy to have cattle as a 
hobby because I sure wasn’t making 
any money out of it,” he said.

But the barn has remained.

The barn has also been a place for recreation. 
Heinz’ late brother, Richard, hosted 
basketball games there for several years.

“He hosted some pretty big basketball 
tournaments in that hay mow,” Heinz 
said. “A lot of the neighborhood” 
residents would show up to play.

Top: Allison 
Coulter, daughter 
of  Jerry and Deb 
Heinz, opens one 
of the doors on 
the barn at her 
parents  farm.

Left: Halters, lead 
ropes, brooms, 
shovels and a 
roping  
steer head.

Below: A barn cat 
lives between 
bales of hay in the 
hay mow.
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“It’s very unique, a very large barn,” he 
said. “To me the coolest thing is it’s still in 
use. Not exactly as it was intended when 
it was built, but it’s full of livestock.”

The barn was last painted in 1990, and Heinz 
said it will soon be time for another painting.

“The barn was sandblasted down to bare 
wood, the entire thing. It was primed 
and repainted. It was a pretty cool ... 
when it was down to bare wood.” =

Have a barn to brag about?
To take part in our Barn Yarn series, reach out 
to N-G Vice President/News Jim Rossow at  
jrossow@news-gazette.com.

Top: The hay mow.

Right: One side 
of the barn has 
been converted to 
horses stalls. 
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Speakers, 
televisions and 
lights over a long 
seating area on 
the CA Ventures 
Rooftop 
Terrace.
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STORY Bob Asmussen
PHOTOS Robin Scholz

Y es, the giant football player mobiles are impressive.  

The bowling alley deserves oohs and aahs. And the weight 

room is state-of-the-art.

Living the

high life
Patio the icing on the cake at the home of 
University of Illinois football

But for amateur Bob Vila's out there, the 
highlight of Illinois' Henry Dale and Betty Smith 
Football Center has to be the rooftop patio.

Officially named the Tom and Julie Scott 
CA Ventures Rooftop Terrace, it is the 
piece de resistance of the facility.

There's a miniature golf course, which 
includes a Red Grange-era replica 
helmet. The perfect spot for a par-ty.

Of course, modern-day patios feature a 
full outdoor kitchen. Wouldn't want to have 
to make the vittles somewhere else.

Tables and chairs are everywhere. There is 
enough space for an army/football team.

Need more detail? The minigolf course 
was built by a company that normally puts 
them on cruise ships. Definitely, "Lifestyles 
of the Rich and Famous"-type stuff.

The two- 
lane bowling 
alley in the 
players lounge.
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Where did the idea come from? While 
in the planning stages for the Smith 
Center, Illinois officials visited different 
football complexes across the country.

The stop at Clemson made an impression. 
The perennial football power famously has a 
whiffle ball field at its Allen N. Reeves Football 
Complex. There is also a putting green, 
sand volleyball court and horseshoe pit.

Illinois officials liked what they saw.

Two-hundred years ago, Charles Caleb 
Colton wrote "Imitation is the sincerest 
form of flattery" for this exact situation.

"Clemson did a really nice job with their 
outdoor area," said Illinois assistant 
athletic director Tim Knox, who was heavily 
involved in the Smith Center project.

The Tigers have an outdoor seating/eating area.

"You thought you were at a high, high-end 
residence," Knox said. "It was super nice. 
Almost too nice for even the football office."

Illinois wanted to repliccate the general 
concept within its available footprint.

"It was actually (AD) Josh (Whitman) that 
pushed the idea of using that space," Knox 
said. "Otherwise that's just a roof. It's the 
top of the weightroom. It's nothing."

The golf course gets plenty of play. The 
Illini also go to the patio to eat or read.

Bells and whistles
The Smith Center has multiple purposes. 
There is the practical side. It is a working 
building, where the players train and 
the coaches strategize. And there is the 
showplace piece, a structure that screams 

"Illinois football" in every nook and cranny.

"When you're building a building, you 
throw out all these ideas and it's the 
architects and engineers that are 
able to say yes or no," Knox said.

Just like our own renos ... without 
the $79.2 million budget.

"At the end of the day, you're trying to 
create a space the players love to be at. 
They don't want to leave," Knox said. "It's 
inviting and there's plenty to do."

The Smith Center is a home away 
from home for the players.

"That's who the building is for," Knox said. 
"You're going to get things wrong, you're 
going to get things right when you do a 

Above: An outdoor 
seating area.

Left: A sign at  
the entrance.

Below: A television 
and heaters over a 
partially covered 
seating area.
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build. That's going to happen. I have a firm 
belief we got those player spaces right."

Always buzzing
The busiest spot in the building 
is the rec room. By far.

Pingpong, pool, video games, pop-a-
shot and a two-lane bowling alley.

"It is used more than you think it is," 
Knox said. "I can probably count on one 
hand the times I went into that room 
and there weren't kids in there."

As far as Knox knows, nobody 
has rolled a 300 game.

For the barbershop, players came up 
with names of people in the community 
they would like to have cut their hair. 
Four to five different barbers have been 
used depending on their schedules.

"The kids have got to pay for it," Knox said. "If 
it's $25 on the outside, charge $25 here. 
You've got to charge fair market value."Top: The terrace 

overlooks Fourth 
Street and the 
Dick Butkus 
statue. 

Right: A food prep 
area and bar.
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A mini golf 
course on the CA 
Ventures Rooftop 
Terrace.
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Different world
No reason to compare the former 
lockerroom to what the team has now. "It 
is so night and day," Knox said.

The creature comforts include fancy 
lockers for the players. It is a personal 
space that serves as a mini office.

Illinois didn't outspend the 
competition. At Texas and LSU, the 
price was $7,000-8,000. Each.

Illinois was more worried about functionality.

"They were nowhere near that (price)," Knox 
said. "That's not what we're about."

The support staff gained serious upgrades 
with the move. Longtime equipment manager 
Trent Chesnut is giddy about the increased 
space and improved laundry capacity.

Some of those who helped plan the facility 
never got to work there. Strength coach 
Joey Boese left for the Cincinnati Bengals 
before it was completed. His replacement 

Above: The 
football locker 
room.

Left: Individually 
named lockers 
with a place for 
helmets.
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Lou Herndandez wanted some adjustments 
but the building was almost done.

New strength coach Tank Wright 
offered his own suggestions.

Now it can be told
The high-ceilinged entrance to the Smith 
Center includes three large figures.

They are modeled after highlights in Illinois 
football history, including Rocky Harvey's 
1999 end zone dive at Michigan.

The figure isn't wearing Harvey's No. 23. In the 
era of name, image and likeness, the figures 
don't technically depict a specific player.

If you know Illinois football history, it is clear 
what you are looking at. "That was inspired 
by Niketown in Chicago," Knox said.

Illinois, a Nike school, approached the 
company to find out where the figures came 
from. But Nike wasn't willing to share.

Illinois found an artist in California who 
was able to create the huge figures.

Top: The main 
lobby.

Left: A uniform 
display placed 
where players 
enter the locker 
room.
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The exchange of ideas is 
common among programs.

"SMU was just here," Knox said. "They spent 
two hours going through our building.

"We'd help everybody."

Why not? Knox and the Illini are 
thrilled with the Smith Center.

"To me, it was a once-in-a-lifetime 
process. The end result, I could not 
be more proud," Knox said.

"The speed of it ... things don't 
usually happen that quick."

It was needed. Before the new place, 
the Illinois football facilities were at 
or near the bottom of the Big Ten.

And now?

"If we're not the top, I'd say 
we're 2," Knox said. =
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The mobiles certainly stand out. Which is one 
of the goals when designing a football complex.

"(Recruiting) visits run together," Knox 
said. "Everybody's got a building now. You 
need to separate yourself somehow."

You never know what will be the most 
important selling point for a prospect. Why 
he will say "Yes" to Bret Bielema's program.

Of course, does a football team really 
want a player who comes because of 
the bowling alley? Whatever works.

What's next?

The Smith Center is still in its infancy. It 
still has that new car smell. But ...

"It's a constant battle to stay ahead of the 
curve," Knox said. "You have to be very 
intentional every year to do something. In 
order to keep up with the Joneses, you 
have to keep up with the Joneses."

Knox, Whitman, and other Illinois officials 
checked out many of the Joneses before 
building. They went to Clemson, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Texas A&M and Kansas 
State. Others were also considered.
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PHOTOS Robin Scholz

What kept you in town after arriving at 
the UI?
After I graduated from the University of Illinois, 
I was very motivated not to move back to 
Chicago. Though Chicago was my hometown 
I had no desire to move back. At the time I 
needed Champaign to be my home more than 
Champaign needed me.

What's the story behind your slogan: 'All 
smoke, no joke'
Every good restaurant has a slogan. “All Smoke 
No Joke” origins came about while I was 
working in Chicago at a BBQ restaurant. The 
guy I was working for had his own problem with 
branding and got in some trouble with KFC 
because he wanted to use “Elbow Lickin’ Good.” 
Needless to say I’m glad I didn’t encourage him 
at the time to use “All Smoke No Joke.” When 
I decided to open my own restaurant, I had the 
slogan but the restaurant name took some time. 
Wood N’ Hog Barbecue “ALL SMOKE NO JOKE” 
was a perfect pairing.

What are you doing when not at one of 
your restaurants?
I’m usually at home thinking about work. Fortu-
nately, I also have three kids and a beautiful wife. 
She is always excited when I can be home un-
distracted with work so we usually do something 

together as a family. I personally enjoy playing 
recreation basketball with friends and poker.

What's been your secret to growing the 
business?
Always staying grounded and humble in our core 
values. Customer service is our most important 
transaction and never forget how to work. As 
much as I can appreciate being an owner, being a 
daily operator always puts things in perspective.

In 10 years ... 
I hope that I’m healthy enough to still be doing 
something positive in our community and 
serving up good BBQ.

Our Q&A with Michael McDonald, 
owner of a C-U hotspot,  
Wood N' Hog Barbecue

Top: Owner 
Michael 
McDonald  at 
Wood N' Hog.

Left: Paulino 
Alquicira cooks 
turkey tips over 
the open fire.

He's right 
at home
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Let's make some ribs

Pork spare ribs or baby back ribs? The 
difference is subjective at best, but if cooked 
and prepared correctly, your guest will be 
begging you to make them again.

When choosing the rib both options will come 
with the same cosmetic issue: this thing called 
the membrane.

What exactly is the membrane? Often BBQ 
experts and enthusiasts will debate on whether 
or not the membrane is to be left on the rib 
or be taken off the ribs. The rib membrane 
is tough and chewy. Even after a long smoke 
when the meat is tender, the membrane in my 
opinion will spoil the presentation of the final 
cooked product.

Some people like it, most don’t, so let’s get rid 
of it. That requires very little skill and expertise – 
just patience and technique. It’s important that 
you trim the meat’s fattier piece and discard. Af-
terward, season both bone side and meat side.

The Rub
If you have a favorite rib rub, feel free to 
disregard this one. If you prefer buying a rub 
already put together from your local grocery 
store, you can do that as well. However, if 
you are an enthusiast and like the process of 
combining different spices to taste, here’s a 
simple brown sugar dry rub:

¼ cup dark brown sugar

¼ cup smoked paprika

2 teaspoons salt

2 teaspoons chili powder 

1½ teaspoons garlic powder 

1½ teaspoons onion powder 

1 teaspoon dry mustard

1 teaspoon ground black pepper

½ teaspoon cayenne pepper

¼ teaspoon ground cinnamon

Combine brown sugar, paprika, salt, chili 
powder, garlic powder, onion powder, dry 
mustard, black pepper, cayenne and cinnamon 
in a small airtight container. Seal and store in a 
cool, dark place until ready to use.

We asked Michael McDonald, owner of Wood N' Hog 

Barbecue, for some tips to spice up our tailgating 

party outside the stadium. He went, well, hog wild:

Rub the meat evenly and let sit overnight for best 
flavor. The brown sugar helps make a nice bark.

The Cook
Your meat should hit the grill/smoker at 220 
degrees bone side down for at least 2.5 hours, 
smoking indirectly away from the wood or 
charcoal. I personally prefer wood as I haven’t 
used charcoal in over seven years (shameless 
tag: at Wood N’Hog Barbecue, we exclusively use 
wood. ALL SMOKE NO JOKE. But I digress ...)

To avoid drying the ribs, spray them with 
some apple cider vinegar as frequently 
or as infrequently as you choose. I spray 
our meat every time I check to ensure that 
the temperature is adequate. No one ever 
complains about moist, fall-off-the-bone ribs.

Finishing Up
This next step is very important and will have 
your guest either drooling or making secondary 
plans to eat.

If you like your ribs fall-off-the-bone tender: 
Wrap the ribs tightly in foil and add butter as it 
will help steam the ribs. Put the ribs, wrapped 
in foil, back in the smoker for two hours at 225 
F. If for some reason you are not sure about 
maintaining the smoker temperatures, the oven 
will work just fine, too

Last but not least
Remove the ribs from the smoker or oven. Add 
your favorite sauce or leave to dry and serve. 
Presentation is very important in my opinion. 
Safely cut your ribs bone to bone and serve.
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The front entry 
from University 
Avenue.

Opposite: Lori 
and Vance Barr 
talk about their  
new home in 
California while 
in the sunroom 
of their  home in 
Champaign
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STORY Anthony Zilis
PHOTOS Robin Scholz

W hen Lori and Vance Barr first saw the 1920’s Spanish 

colonial home with a stucco exterior on University Avenue, 

it reminded them of the homes they always loved to look 

at when they lived in Orange County but could never afford.

A fine
farewell

The house was a rarity in Champaign, 
and with real estate prices in town, they 
could actually afford it. So in 2003, with 
one son in the fifth grade and another a 
freshman in high school, they bought it.

“It really looks kind of like California 
architecture,” Lori Barr said. “There are a lot 
of homes that look like this (in California), that 
Mediterranean style, and they were always 
homes that were way out of our reach, so it was 
great to be able to live in a house like this here.”

For 18 years, they loved raising a family 
in the home. Barr appreciated the original 
hardwood floors and red tiles. They had family 
Christmases at the house, with her parents 
traveling each year from Pennsylvania. Their kids 
both went through high school while living there 
and constantly had friends over to hang out.

C O V E R  S T O R Y



36

Top, left: A sitting 
area off of the 
master bedroom.

Top, middle: The 
front door.

Left: The front 
door and the 
stairway arches 
mimic each other.

Opposite, top: A 
view of the family 
room.

Opposite, right: 
The dining room.

Opposite, far right: 
The music area of 
the family room.
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Top: The master 
bedroom.

Left: The shower 
and sink 
areas of one of 
the upstairs 
bathrooms.

Opposite, top right: 
A host leaf in a 
small vase in the 
kitchen window.

Opposite, top 
left: A small 
hydrangea 
bouquet sits on 
the island in the 
kitchen.

Opposite, middle: 
The metal island, 
a wall of cabinets, 
ovens and a 
refrigerator.
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They enjoyed the wide-open space, a 
feature of much more modern homes.

“It’s not like you have a family room or a 
great room or a formal room,” Barr said. 

“You really live in the whole house.”

Soon, they’ll be leaving the home they’ve 
enjoyed for almost two decades.

The Barrs always intended to move back to 
California eventually, and they rented a Los 
Angeles home for the last several years. When a 
house in Los Angeles they’d looked at previously 
went up for sale, they decided it was time to buy.

The new house is much smaller, and it has 
no basement. Of course, that means going 
through all of the things the Barrs have 
accumulated over the years, including kids’ 
school projects, old dishes and furniture.

“I’ll definitely have to pare down things that 
I’ve carried with me throughout life,” she 
said. “Cleaning your basement shows you 
that there’s comfort in keeping an item, even 
if you don’t keep it for years and years.

“It’s getting used to that idea that, I really 
would like to have less stuff and really use 
and value the things that we have, and stuff 
that I’ve kept that I no longer use, I hope 
other people can get some use out of.”

The Barrs will have plenty of time to say their 
goodbyes. While their house is already on the 
market, their new home in Los Angeles is being 
rented through August 2022. That means if 
the house sells, they’ll rent a home in town.

The physical home won’t necessarily 
be the hardest thing about leaving.

“Leaving our friends and people we raised our 
kids with, that was what made the decision 
take way longer,” she said. “I know that it’ll be 
really hard, but it’s the right thing for us.” =
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A wall 
constructed for 
privacy that 
contains a bench.

Opposite: The  
fire table.
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STORY Charlotte Ebel
PHOTOS Robin Scholz

Then
and Now
When we first visited the home of Kevin 
and Mindy Cain, their backyard project was 
just getting started. My, has it grown.

M indy Cain can’t get enough of  

the outdoors.

 “(As a child), my parents were very much 
into camping,” she said. “They pretty 
much took us to almost every state in 
the United States when I was growing 
up ... and I just loved being outside.”

So although she did not plan on creating an 
elaborate outdoor setup when she moved 
into her current home 20 years ago, it is 
only right that she now boasts one of the 
most show-stopping backyards in the area.

Over the past two decades, Mindy and 
her husband Kevin have transformed their 
once-typical backyard into a Midwestern 
oasis. From the garden beds overflowing with 
poblano peppers to the covered deck with 
an outdoor gas fireplace, the Cains’ yard 
offers the complete outdoor experience.

“Comfort is key,” said Mindy. “We designed this 
so that we can really enjoy being outside.”

The Cains are not new to the At Home magazine 
– a feature many years ago put their unique 
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outdoor space in the spotlight. However, their 
backyard setup is anything but stagnant. Recent 
changes include the removal of their jacuzzi, 
installation of planter beds, and a greenhouse.

“We just kind of fly by the seat 
of our pants,” said Mindy.

Each new project is divided evenly between 
the couple -- Mindy on the design side, and 
Kevin on the technical side. They often 
get a third input as well, from Mindy’s 
94-year-old mother Wanda McDaniel.

“She’s the one who taught us both about 
gardening, plants, and landscaping,” Mindy said. 

“She helps with ideas for design, as she was 
always redecorating and remodeling the several 
houses we lived in while I was growing up.”

McDaniel visits the Cains every weekend for a 
game of dominoes on their partially closed-in 
deck, a space that is functional in nearly any 
conditions thanks to its roof and side wall.

“It can be a rainstorm and so long as 
it’s not sheeting in, we can sit out there 

The backyard during the day (above) and at night.
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and still enjoy it,” said Mindy. “We’ve 
been out there on Christmas.”

Another weather-combatting addition to the 
Cains’ yard is a small greenhouse used by 
Kevin to start seedlings in the spring.

“In Illinois, gardening is always a challenge,” 
he said. “It’s always too much of something...
the greenhouse gives you more control.”

As one can imagine, the emphasis on comfort 
in the Cains’ backyard was particularly 
invaluable amid the COVID-19 pandemic. As 
outdoor gatherings became the only safe 
way to see friends, the Cains were better 
equipped than most to host. It helped 
that they removed their 9x9 ft jacuzzi just 
before the pandemic, opening up a large 
swath of previously covered patio space.

“In the height of the pandemic, we could still 
see our close-knit family, but stay very far 
apart in the corners of the patio,” said Mindy.

“We even offered a friend to get married 
here,” added Kevin. “They decided to 
elope instead. We would’ve had the 

Time to Refinance?
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perfect Hallmark movie wedding in our 
backyard if they had taken us up on it.”

The impact of the community on their 
backyard is not limited to the almost-
wedding this past year -- the Cains have a 
symbiotic relationship with their friends and 
family when it comes to lending a hand.

“All of our projects we’ve had neighbors come 
over, friends come over, family come over,” said 
Kevin. “And they pick up the hammer and the 
saw, and we help each other with projects.”

In return, the Cains loan out tools from their 
expansive collection to save their friends 
money in their own renovation projects.

Though their backyard is elaborate, the Cains 
have straightforward and prudent advice 
for others looking to upgrade their outdoor 
spaces: keep the motivation simple.

“Really realize, what does your family 
want to do?” said Mindy. “Just 
create a nice family space.” =

Clockwise from 
the top left: The 
greenhouse 
contains a wood 
stove and raised 
bed of lettuce.

Another view of 
the privacy wall 
and bench.

A fountain that 
was part of  
the prior yard 
remodel is still 
flowing.

Mindy and Kevin 
Cain and Mindy's 
mother, Wanda 
McDaniel, play 
dominos on the 
back deck.
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