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Chances are …
The coronavirus has forced 
businesses to take chances.

Like many restaurants, Neil St. 
Blues is having to take a chance on 
more customers ordering delivery 
and carryout and fewer dining in 
to experience the live music it had 
been starting to get known for 
since opening up in downtown 
Champaign.

Its owner, the innovative Gayle Starks, did this all while 
preparing people’s taxes for a delayed deadline at the Jackson 
Hewitt franchise she also owns.

She’s one of several risk-takers featured in this issue of 
Central Illinois Business.

Victor Fuentes, co-owner of the El Toro restaurants, was 
interviewed by Paul Ruedi for his new radio show “52 
Minutes” and shared the lessons he’s learned from moving 
here from Mexico as a child and getting into the restaurant 
business just out of high school.

The village of Rantoul is betting that a new sports complex 
will attract youth sporting events and help revitalize the 
town. Matt Daniels checked in with where that project is at.

Speaking of risk-takers ... The News-Gazette in 2008 ran 
with the idea of honoring our area’s younger difference-
makers with “Forty Under 40.” Now in its 13th year, the 
project is as popular and important as ever.

As we take nominations for the 2020 class – submit them 
at news-gazette.com – we look back at the previous 12 
groups, catching up with several from the inaugural award-
winners in 2008. It’s clear their desire, work ethic and 
accomplishments didn’t slow at 40.

We’ll unveil the 2020 winners in the next edition of 
Central Illinois Business!

- Ben
Ben Zigterman covers business for The News-Gazette. Reach him by email at 
bzigterman@news-gazette.com or by phone at 217-393-8264.

On our cover: Owner Gayle Starks, front, holding a catfish dinner plate, with 
her son Michael Starks, General Manager, right, and son-in-law Dante Britt, 
Assistant Manager. Photo by Robin Scholz/The News-Gazette.
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August 6, 13, 20
Entrepreneur Coaching 
Academy | LIVE Virtual 
Business Series
https://champaign.org/event/
entrepreneur-coaching-
academy-live-virtual-
business-series-4428657
5:30 PM – 7:00 PM
Are you an aspiring 
entrepreneur? Do you have a 
business but aren't sure what 
to do next? Does your existing 
business need help getting to 
the next level?

Sign up to be part of the 
first virtual cohort of the En-
trepreneur Coaching Academy. 
This program meets via Zoom 
every Thursday for six weeks, 
July 16 to August 20. Entre-
preneur Coaching Academy 
helps entrepreneurs at any 
stage to become business lead-
ers and enterprise owners by 
developing your entrepreneur-
ial mindset, teaching the skills 
essential to long-term business 
success, and providing the 
opportunity to build a strong 
network you can leverage 
throughout your entrepreneur-
ial journey.
Topics will include:
•	The Business Plan & Elevator 

Pitch
•	Goals, Accountability, & 

Time Management for 
Entrepreneurs

•	Idea Development & Market 
Research

•	Communication for Business 
Owners

•	Money & Finance for 
Businesses

•	Networking & Team 
Building

Participants must attend all 
classes in order to graduate 
from the program. Those who 
successfully complete the 
program will be invited to 
showcase their business as part 
of the Business Elevator CU's 
first Online Pitch Competition 
at the end of August.

Presented in partnership 
with Business Elevator CU 
and Champaign Public 
Library.

Registration is required.

 

August 10
Understand Your Industry | 
LIVE Webinar
https://champaign.org/event/
live-webinar-understand-
your-industry-4413077
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
Join us for this virtual 
workshop, where we will learn 
more about your industry, 
and how to find out about 
the trends, threats and 
opportunities that may be on 
the horizon.

In this Market Research 
101 workshop, we'll look at 
how to find authoritative 
industry reports including 
statistics, trends, market share 
information, and key business 
ratios.

Registration is required.

August 11
BSSS Webinar: Team 
Building in a Post COVID 
World
Webinar shall take place on 
Zoom
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM
Developing and maintaining 
your staffs’ skill level 
is challenging in any 
environment – even more so 
returning from the COVID-19 
“Stay at Home” order. 

In this hour-long webinar 
presenters Joseph and Mat-
thew break down training per-
formance-maximizing tactics 
that were originally developed 
for the athletic environment 
and suggest practical applica-
tions to reorient your organiza-
tion. You will take away new 
game-based methods for train-
ing your personnel which will 
maximize their contributions 
to your organization.

August 13 
SBDC Webinar: Understanding 
the Grant Accountability and 
Transparency Act (GATA) Pre-
Award Process
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Be prepared for grant 
opportunities! The Grant 
Accountability and 
Transparency Act (GATA) 
provides uniform guidance 
for all State of Illinois 
grant programs. All grant 

applicants and grantees must 
comply with GATA grant 
requirements, which includes 
the following steps *before* 
receiving a grant award: 
•	pre-qualification on the 

GATA Grantee Portal (must 
be completed before an 
entity can submit a grant 
application to the State of 
Illinois) 

•	completion of two risk 
assessments (must be 
completed at any time 
before the issuance of a 
state award): fiscal and 
administrative – Internal 
Controls Questionnaire 
(ICQ) and Programmatic 
Risk Assessment (PRAQ). 
This session will provide 

detailed information on all 
of the steps required as part 
of the GATA process + you’ll 
have the opportunity to ask 
questions.

PLEASE NOTE: this 
webinar will be recorded and 
may be shared publicly. By 
registering for this webinar, you 
understand that your questions 
or comments shared during the 
webinar will be recorded and 
shared in a public domain.

Register in advance 
to participate and you 
will receive a Zoom link/
password to enter the session: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/
webinar/register/WN_QpG-
fhQVSyKCNjiqfgblAw

August 24 
Start & Grow Your Side Hustle
https://champaign.org/event/
live-webinar-start-grow-
your-side-hustle-4415768
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
Join us for this virtual 
workshop, where we'll talk 
about strategies for turning 
your skills and abilities into 
money-making enterprises.

In this workshop, we'll cover 
what a “side hustle” is, how it 
works, and some of the oppor-
tunities made possible by the 
gig economy. We'll give you 
some tips and tricks for mak-
ing the most of your side gig, 
and share some of the pitfalls 
to look out for.

Registration is Required.
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AS HEARD ON WDWS 1400-AM

'Melting pot' 
perfect place  
to thrive
Three questions for Victor Fuentes, 
co-owner of the El Toro restaurants 
and several other ventures.

Story Ben Zigterman Photo Robin Scholz

been a piece of meat with some hot sauce, beans on the side 
and a whole bunch of tortillas. It's just a different lifestyle.

What was your first job?
Washing dishes. The first summer when we came (to 
Chicago), my father got me this gig washing dishes for this 
restaurant. I remember my father giving me this little spiel. 
He says, “When you work for somebody, once you're clocked 
in, the time does not belong to you, it belongs to whoever is 
paying you.” And he says, “Make sure that you do whatever 
they ask you to do.” He said, ‘They'll fire you for being lazy.”

Why did you get into real estate?
I always thought that was going to be my retirement, having 
some passive income as I got older, and I wouldn't be able 
to fling tacos in the restaurants and have the energy to be 
bouncing around. My mindset has changed a little bit (with 
COVID-19) and so Deca has evolved, and we started doing 
maintenance for other people as well.

Our goal with the real estate still is going to be that one 
day I can have some passive income. I'm 40 years of age; I'm 
hoping that I can make it to 50 and if I do, I'm hoping that 
hopefully I don't have to be working as hard as I am  
right now.

At news-gazette.com: 52 Minutes with Paul Ruedi podcast.  
Listen to the full interview with Victor Fuentes.

Victor Fuentes was recently interviewed by Paul Ruedi for 
his new podcast, “52 Minutes,” where he digs into the life 
and career of local business leaders.

“Champaign is very welcoming,” Fuentes said. “It creates  
this melting pot of different cultures that makes it a lot  
more accepting for all of us, for people from  
different backgrounds.”

Fuentes grew up in Mexico, moved to Chicago when he 
was 11 and to Champaign in 1998 after his cousin Arturo 
asked him to help start the first El Torero, which was later 
renamed El Toro.

There are now 18 El Toros in four states. Fuentes also co-
owns Hank’s Table in downtown Champaign, the Pink Pig 
in Ogden and Deca Holdings, a real estate investment and 
development company with more than 100 units.

He shared with Ruedi about his journey and what he’s 
learned along the way:

What was it like growing up in Mexico?
My father was always a hard-working man, and we were – 
now that I look back – slightly better (off) than other people 
because my father would send money back. Part of our floors 
were dirt, which I didn’t think there was anything wrong 
with that at the time. We actually had a toilet, and my 
mother would recycle the water from doing laundry – we’d 
save that water and use that to flush the toilet. So people 
didn’t have it as good as we did. Even though it wasn’t 
perfect, it was better than some people. And as far as food 
goes, we always had tortillas, beans, those were the staples we 
always had, but eating meat, it was not an everyday deal. We 
probably ate meat maybe once a week, if we were lucky. And 
when I say meat, I'm not talking about a steak. It might have 
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A COMMUNITY AT PLAY: RANTOUL

Story Matt Daniels Photos Provided

Drivers along Interstate 57 won’t have a hard time seeing 
the new sports venue set to emerge in Rantoul. That is 

by design.
Not just for the teams and athletes the Rantoul Family 

Sports Complex hopes to attract for baseball, softball, soccer 
and other sporting events when the $20 million attraction 
opens in March 2021 on the west side of town.

But for potential future residents who might want to 
call the northern Champaign County village (population: 
12,493) home.

“It seems like a lot of pressure to put on a project,” Rantoul 
Village Administrator Scott Eisenhauer said, “but this 
sports complex serves as the catalyst for growth in health 
and wellness, growth in economic development, growth in 
revenues for re-investment and growth in the community's 
quality of life in making Rantoul an even better place to live, 
eat, work and play.”

Here are four items you need to know about the project, 
courtesy of Matt Daniels: If they build it ...

Will people come?
That’s what Eisenhauer, who has served as Rantoul’s village 
administrator since October 2018, is banking on at the 
complex that will feature 18 playing fields for a variety of 
sports. He said Game Day USA and Rock Tournaments 
have both entered into five-year agreements with the village. 
Those two organizations will host 11 weekend tournaments 
and a few weekday showcases, with those two baseball and 
softball organizations filling up all but eight days on the 
calendar so far in June 2021 and all but five days in July 
2021. Eight turf fields at the complex will be devoted to 
baseball and softball, with eight other turf fields able to host 
soccer, football, lacrosse and rugby. Two other fields will 

Expectations high 
for sports complex 
in Rantoul

serve as fields for T-Ball and Challenger League games.
“I love sports, and creating a sports tourism destination 

where athletes from our own community, as well as from 
all over the nation, have a chance to hone and display their 
skills, is very exciting,” Eisenhauer said. “There is no doubt 
in my mind that future professional athletes will play on 
these fields, including some from Rantoul and Champaign 
County, and this complex will be a part of their story.”

Pandemic-related disruptions
The coronavirus pandemic has not affected construction of 
the facility, according to Eisenhauer. The complex is still 
slated to open by the end of March 2021, with the first 
scheduled event set for the first weekend in April 2021.
“Some materials have been delayed because of the pan-

demic, but other work has been able to be accomplished 
so it has not slowed down the projected path,” Eisenhauer 
said. “Mother Nature has been cruel with one of the wettest 
springs and early summers I remember. The consistent rain 
has pushed us back a bit, but we believe the buffer originally 
built into the schedule, and the hopes for a warm fall, will 
allow us to open on time.”
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The pandemic has had an effect on seeking donations for 
the complex. The stay-at-home order that went into effect 
March 21 and lasted for a little more than two months 
caused the project to stop soliciting potential sponsorships.

“We knew businesses and their owners were making 
difficult choices relative to their future,” Eisenhauer said, 

“and felt it was inappropriate to request large donations  
or sponsorships.”

But conversations have resumed in regards to naming 
rights and sponsorships. The biggest donation the project 
is asking for is in regards to naming rights for the whole 
complex. The price tag: $10 million.

“We are excited about the potential,” Eisenhauer said. 
“Prior to the pandemic we had raised $1 million, and are 
hopeful now that we can resume conversations, more will be 
interested in investing in this destination location.”

Bigger than sports
Outside of sports, though, the complex is hoping to attract 
hotels, restaurants, retail establishments and more: a 
residential development near where the 60-acre complex will 
take shape.

“We believe this can all be realized over the next 10 years,” 
Eisenhauer said. “This plan would allow guests to attend 
games, eat, shop and lodge all without moving their car. The 
economic development we believe will occur around the 
facility provides employment opportunities for our residents 
and expands the food, retail, entertainment, hotel, health-
care and office offerings in the village. These quality-of-life 

improvements will also continue to increase the livability of 
the village, encouraging residential growth.”

Eisenhauer said plans are in place, too, for the potential 
construction of an indoor sports facility at a later date.

“We believe that once investors see that success of the 
outdoor facility, and the economic development around 
it, interest will rise in constructing an indoor facility,” 
Eisenhauer said. “Space in the area has been set aside for 
such future build.”

Talk of the town
Eisenhauer isn’t new to the area and local government, 
although he is relatively new to Rantoul. The former 
Danville mayor – he held that position from 2003 until 
2018 – said this project is one of the most special ones he’s 
been involved with during his career in public service. He 
credits the village staff he works with in Rantoul for keeping 
the project on point and said he is stopped often by residents 
eager for updates.

“The energy and excitement I see in residents when they 
talk about the facility is exhilarating,” Eisenhauer said. 

“When I see staff describe the project, and their role in it, 
with a sense of pride, I get enthused. It’s rare in government 
to be part of something which has the ability to change a 
community's future, improve the quality of residents' lives, 
bring thousands of people across the country to your village 
and have residents energetically share in the vision and 
support the mission. I am extremely proud to play a small 
part in seeing this dream become a reality.”
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A COMMUNITY AT PLAY: RANTOUL

When Kevin Applebee first bought Willow Pond Golf 
Course earlier in the decade it was, well, a mess.

“There were quite a few issues,” Applebee said. “The course 
had been neglected for years. They weren't doing the income 
to take care of it properly.”

So Applebee went to work. The owner of Champaign's 
Flooring Surfaces wanted to start with the basics. Which 
meant running the business like a business.

“It was a struggle for five years to get the place back to 
where we've got it,” Applebee said.

Today, Willow Pond is an artistic and financial success.
“I'm an optimistic guy and I'm pretty confident in what 

I can do,” Applebee said. “I knew we could get it. It just 
would take some time. In the early years, some people 
questioned what we were doing. But a lot of good customers 
have stuck with us.”

When Applebee took over, there were 4,000 to 5,000 
rounds played each year at Willow Pond. Now, the number 
is five times that. At least.

What's been the key to making Willow Pond viable? 
Applebee credits the people in charge. Tom Wilks is in his 
fourth year as general manager/club pro.

“Tom is about as well-liked of a golf pro as you could have and 
he's got a great business sense, too,” Applebee said. “He's done a 
great job turning the course around as far as the culture.” 

Superintendent Jamie Howard is “top notch.”
“He put this course into better shape than I ever expected it 

to be,” Applebee said.
Applebee is a member at Urbana Country Club, a course he 

admires. His long-term goal is to match UCC's conditions.
“I don't know that we'll ever be to that level,” Applebee 

said. “The fact is, we're pretty close.”

Step by step
Four years ago, Wilks, 48, sat down with Applebee and 
talked about their vision for Willow Pond.

“First, you've got to give a product. You have to give a golf 
course,” Wilks said. “Jamie Howard is amazing.”

Four years later, Wilks is proud of Willow Pond.
“It's been fun,” Wilks said. “You hear stories about golf 

courses not making it, play is down. If you put your time in 
and you treat people good, I don't see a decline in golf at all.

“Every year I've been here, we're putting in more rounds, 
more memberships, more outings. It's been a fantastic little 
run here.”

Green with envy
In a village with two impressive options,  
Willow Pond's revival has golfers lining up to play

Troy Sisk, Rantoul, 
tees off at No. 9 at 
Willow Pond Golf 
Course in Rantoul.Story Bob Asmussen Photos Robin Scholz
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Rebuilding the physical course was only part of the challenge.
Wilks and his staff had to build the clientele. Word of 

mouth was part of it.
“It has to start from the product,” Wilks said. “People have 

to talk about 'Wow. Willow Pond is making it. Have you 
been there? They're really making a change,'” Wilks said.

Wilks knew visibility was key for him and his staff. Meet 
as many people as possible.

“How can we get them back?” he said. “We're like a favorite 
restaurant, where do you like to go? When people leave, they 
like to say 'I got treated pretty good at Willow Pond. Let's 
give it another chance.' So they bring two others.” 

In his first year on the job, Wilks called Willow Pond an 
improved golf course.

And now?
“We're a staple,” Wilks said. “We're one of the best public 

golf courses around.
“When people come out, they know what they get. You can 

look and say 'Wow, everything looks sweet out there. From a 
golfer's view, that's what you want.”

There used to be plenty of open tee times at Willow Pond. 
Not now.

“We're pumping them through,” Wilks said.
During the week, there is a strong base of senior golfers. 

Many of them play early in the day. At night, there are five 
leagues with 20-30 teams each.

On weekends, Willow Pond is booked starting at 6 a.m.

Rave reviews
Roger Campbell didn't take up golf until age 60. Now 67, 
the Rantoul resident and wife Sue are members at Willow 
Pond. Roger tries to play every day, even in the winter. 

“It's beautiful now,” Campbell said of the course. “It's 
almost the caliber it was when the Air Force had it.

“There for awhile it went downhill. There was no grass 
on the fairways. It was in sad shape. Kevin has done an 
awesome job rebuilding this place. He has turned it around.”

Campbell has a favorite hole at Willow Pond, No. 16, a 
par 4 he can drive.

“Even though I'm an old man, I can still paste a golf ball,” 
Campbell said.

Campbell owns an auto repair shop in Rantoul and his 
business led him to Willow Pond. The former owners had a 
truck that needed a new starter. To pay for it, Campbell was 
offered a season pass, cart included.

He had never picked up a club before, but ...
“I loved it,” Campbell said.
Ken Ingold, a longtime Fisher High School teacher/coach 

and wife Anita has been season-pass holders at Willow Pond 
for six years. They live about 10 miles from the course.

“It's fabulous,” Ken said. “We love to play here.”
Mostly because of the people involved. He praised the 

work done by Wilks and Howard.
The Fisher athletic booster club holds its annual fundraiser 

at the course.
“They just do a marvelous job with it,” Ingold said.
When the Ingolds first became members, they didn't 

expect the course to take the shape it has.

Strings of lights illuminate the bar interior.Mark Wellborn, Fisher, takes a break outside the clubhouse.
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“It's improved every year,” Ingold said. “These greens are 
some of the best. It's in great shape.”

The course was cleaned up, with dead and dying  
trees removed.

“There are still too many trees for my game,” Ingold said.

Getting hungry
Obviously, upgrading the course itself was a top priority for 
the Willow Pond staff.

But so were the amenities.
When Wilks took over, the food was served at a glorified 

snack bar.
Today, The 19th Hole serves lunch and dinner during the 

week, with breakfast added on the weekends.
“They've got the best pizza around here,” Ingold said. 

“They've got great ribeye steaks.”
At the start of the coronavirus pandemic, the Ingolds 

would get takeout from The 19th Hole “because their food's 
very good.”

Indianapolis native Wilks comes from a family in the bar 
and restaurant business.

“He brought that expertise to running our restaurant,” 
Applebee said. 

Long history
The course first opened in 1955 as a part of the former 
Chanute Air Force Base. It was open only to those on the 
base and their guests.

Wilks likes having the historical ties.
“The nostalgia is when you get on 5 and 6 and the back 

nine and you can see the big hangars out there,” Wilks said.

Double play
Rantoul has a population of 12,500 and two golf courses: 
Willow Pond and Brookhill.

Both courses rely on players from both near and far.

“The majority of our business is from Champaign-Urbana, 
probably more than 50 percent of our business,” Applebee 
said. “And then I would say Gifford and Fisher, we get more 
business from those communities than any others.”

Two other area courses shut down this season: Urbana's 
Stone Creek and Railside in Gibson City.

Those players have taken many of their rounds to Rantoul.
Willow Pond was on its way to a banner year before the 

shutdown caused by the coronavirus pandemic. Still, the 
course just had record business in June.

There is a sign in Rantoul pointing to the city's golf cours-
es, one arrow for Willow Pond and the other for Brookhill.

“I really appreciate the fact that we have two really good 
golf courses right here in the area,” Ingold said.

Both courses are reasonably priced. During the week, 
Willow Pond charges $30 with a cart. The rate goes to $35 
on the weekends. Brookhill charges $33 for residents and 
$35 for nonresidents during the week and $36 for residents 
and $39 for nonresidents on the weekend.

Ingold played a recent round at Willow Pond with a friend 
from Bloomington, who paid the senior rate.

“He was, 'This is incredible. I got a cart, greens fees and it 
was only $25; you can't beat that.’”

 John Thomas, Fisher, prepares to putt on the No. 9 hole.

A cart casts a long shadow  outside.
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2020: HALF WAY HOME

Story Ben Zigterman Photos Robin Scholz

Business 
unusual
March's arrival of the coronavirus 
pandemic changed the game

THE FIRST HALF

3 lowlights
•	 Coronavirus impact: COVID-19 has already led to the 

permanent closures of several businesses, and forced the rest 
to quickly adapt to lower sales and new safety precautions.

•	 Unemployment skyrocketed in the months after the stay-
at-home order went into effect. In Champaign County, 
it jumped from 2.5 percent in March to 10.9 percent in 
April. Some nearby counties saw even larger jumps. And 
while the unemployment rate decreased a bit in May, 
thousands of people in the area are still without jobs.

•	 Noncompliance with COVID-19 guidelines: While 
many businesses have emphasized safety and tried to 
comply with COVID-19 guidelines – more than 300 
organizations signed a Champaign County safety pledge 
(https://champaigncountysafe.org/pledged-businesses/) 
– there have been some exceptions, notably a gym 
in St. Joseph, a mattress chain in Champaign, and 
Campustown bars. 

3 highlights
•	 Businesses have adapted, and quickly, to COVID-19. 

Restaurants quickly launched online ordering and 
curbside pickup. Retail stores installed Plexiglass barri-
ers. Bars took advantage of new alcohol delivery options. 
Some of these changes may be temporary, but it will be 
interesting to see what remains after the pandemic is over.

•	 Champaign-Urbana received great news in June when 
the IHSA announced that its boys’ basketball state 
tournament would return after 25 years in Peoria. Visit 
Champaign County put together a bid that took advan-
tage of a recently-renovated State Farm Center, and the 
tournament should be a boost to local businesses. 

•	 At the beginning of the year, The Atkins Group angered 
many of its residents when it announced the Stone Creek 
Golf Course in Urbana wasn’t viable and would close at 
the end of January. Then came word in March that The 
Atkins Group was in talks with the University of Illinois 
to possibly donate the course to the UI. When this was 
finalized in June, residents were happy their property 
values won’t be taking a hit, and the city of Urbana is 
likely happy that its property tax revenue won’t be tak-
ing a hit either.

What does the rest of the year look like?
“That’s a tough one,” said Bryant Evans, a 
portfolio manager with Cozad Asset Man-
agement. “I really think it all depends on 
how quickly we come out of this recession, 
and that itself depends on coronavirus issues.”

“It’s a really hard call to end this year flat from the begin-
ning,” he said, referring to the S&P 500 index. “I’d be very 
pleased with that. There’s just so much uncertainty.”

Evans said he’ll be looking for whether there’s a vaccine 
or other treatment approved early and said the government 
should focus spending on the source of the problem.
“Mostly I think the government should concentrate on 

reducing COVID-related problems, especially related to the 
disease itself,” he said. “The most important thing for the 
economy, and hence the markets, is to get the coronavirus 
under control.”

Waitress Sue Easter talks with a customer as the Hen House in Mahomet reopened on 
June 26th. Closed since March 15, owners of the popular restaurant used the down time 
for repairs, a paint job and a major detail cleaning. “We started out pretty slow, but it 
seems every hour we are a little bit busier,” general manager James Hudson said as 
Phase 4 kicked into gear.
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Champaign County jobs, wages
Annual totals are from May 2019, the latest data available, and include information from Champaign-Urbana.

County Labor force Jobless May '20 April '20 May '19  Change 
Month

Change 
Year

Champaign 101,043  10,181 10.1 10.9 3.2 ▼ 0.8 ▲ 6.9
Coles 22,209  2,451 11.0 12.3 3.5 ▼ 1.3 ▲ 7.5
Douglas 9,790  870 8.9 10.4 2.9 ▼ 1.5 ▲ 6.0
Edgar 8,719  1,163 13.3 15.7 3.2 ▼ 2.4 ▲ 10.1
Ford 6,077  662 10.9 11.7 3.3 ▼ 0.8 ▲ 7.6
Iroquois 13,809  1,174 8.5 10.8 3.3 ▼ 2.3 ▲ 5.2
Macon 44,703  6,628 14.8 15.7 4.3 ▼ 0.9 ▲ 10.5
McLean 80,839  8,889 11.0 13.0 3.1 ▼ 2.0 ▲ 7.9
Moultrie 7,189  516 7.2 8.0 2.9 ▼ 0.8 ▲ 4.3
Piatt 7,884  660 8.4 9.8 2.9 ▼ 1.4 ▲ 5.5
Vermilion 32,169  4,757 14.8 17.0 4.2 ▼ 2.2 ▲ 10.6
Region 334,431  37,951 10.8 12.3 3.3 ▼ 1.5 ▲ 7.5
State 6,265,841  920,610 14.7 16.8 3.5 ▼ 2.1 ▲ 11.2
U.S. 157,975,000  20,514,000 13.0 14.4 3.4 ▼ 1.4 ▲ 9.6
Source: Illinois Department of Employment Security, U.S. Department of Labor. Figures not seasonally adjusted.

Unemployment rates for Central Illinois counties, state and nation 

Grain July 6, 2020 2019
C.I. Corn (b) 3.31 ▼ 24.4%

C.I. Soybean (b) 8.78 ▲ 4.1%

C.I. 48% Soybean Meal, Rail (t) 296.70 ▼ 3.9%

Hard Red Winter Wheat (b) 
Truck to Kansas City

4.54 ▲ 0.8%

Dark Northern Spring Wheat 
(b) 14% MN, Rail

6.35 – 2.0%

Soft White Wheat Portland (b) 5.75 ▼ 3.2%

Sorghum, Kansas City  
(100 wt.) Rail

6.49 ▼ 5.9%

Source: USDA Livestock & Grain Market News

Weekly grain prices
Prices for grain crops for the week of July 6, 2020. Figures 
are for this week and the percentage change compared 
with a year ago.
C.I. = Central Illinois; (b) = per bushel; (t) = per ton; (100 wt.) 
= per hundredweight

Champaign County May ‘19 10.1%

U.S. May ‘20 13%

Illinois May ‘20 14.7%

OCCUPATION EMPLOYED MEAN WAGE
Management  6,910 $94,290 
Business and Financial  3,580 $67,980 
Computer and Mathematical  3,440 $79,240 
Architecture and Engineering  1,290 $77,280 
Life, Physical and Social Science  1,790 $60,590 
Community and Social Services  1,740 $48,260 
Legal  390 $123,870 
Education, Instruction and Library occupations  10,210 $66,840 
Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports and Media  1,390 $52,790 

Art Directors 50 $76,450 
Fine Artists, Including Painters, Sculptors, and Illustrators 30 $44,610 
Graphic Designers not available $45,720 
Merchandise Displayers and Window Trimmers not available $30,130 
Producers and Directors 40 $71,250 
Coaches and Scouts 260 $67,650 
Umpires, Referees, and Other Sports Officials 80 $26,650 
Musicians and Singers 40 not available

Public Relations Specialists 220 $51,840 
Editors 150 $52,050 
Technical Writers 30 $54,850 
Interpreters and Translators 40 $46,320 
Photographers not available $47,580 

Healthcare practitioners  6,730 $83,350 
Healthcare support  3,120 $33,200 
Protective services  1,380 $59,310 
Food preparation and Service  10,490 $24,700 
Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance  2,780 $30,560 
Personal Care and Service  2,080 $30,850 
Sales  8,400 $35,110 
Office and Administration  13,970 $40,250 
Farming, Fishing and Forestry  190 $31,290 
Construction and Extraction  3,450 $61,570 
Installation, Maintenance and Repair  4,410 $47,100 
Production  6,050 $40,070 
Transportation and Material Moving  7,970 $35,680 
Transportation/material moving 7,370 $35,680 
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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YTD March 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 Change 
2015-19

Champaign $3,738,980 $17,255,397 $17,088,725 $16,520,654 $16,365,053 $16,161,108 ▲ 6.8%
Mahomet $169,801 $735,564 $761,147 $698,876 $618,235 $628,086 ▲ 17.1%
Philo $29,245 $105,128 $111,841 $89,842 $86,370 $77,899 ▲ 35.0%
Rantoul $361,245 $1,525,491 $1,435,536 $1,375,921 $1,390,511 $1,390,449 ▲ 9.7%
Savoy $557,088 $2,323,105 $2,434,367 $2,292,820 $2,326,158 $2,253,379 ▲ 3.1%
St. Joseph $54,853 $235,632 $239,371 $224,224 $206,971 $200,776 ▲ 17.4%
Tolono $37,494 $152,373 $198,891 $171,404 $152,498 $158,233 ▼ 3.7%
Urbana $1,300,360 $5,584,667 $5,210,233 $5,026,102 $5,012,534 $5,095,018 ▲ 9.6%
Unincorporated $200,863 $1,371,459 $1,427,403 $1,350,949 $1,185,550 $1,102,904 ▲ 24.3%
County total $6,449,929 $29,288,815 $28,907,515 $27,750,792 $27,343,880 $27,067,851 ▲ 8.2%
Source: Latest statistics available from Illinois Department of Revenue

Champaign County retail sales collections
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University of Illinois flash index

The flash index is an early indicator of the 
Illinois economy’s expected performance. It is 
a weighted average of Illinois growth rates in 
corporate earnings, consumer spending and 
personal income. An index above 100 indicates 
expected economic growth; an index below 100 
indicates the economy is contracting.

Source: Institute of Government and Public Affairs, University 
of Illinois

What is the flash index?

June ‘20 93.1

At CIBM Bank you'll find that we have a strong commitment of collaboration in providing
financial services that help you achieve your financial goals. We understand that whether you

are just opening your first business account or looking for a better loan option, you want a bank
you can trust to deliver the best solutions for your needs, not the best solutions for the bank.

It's your business. 

Member FDIC

cibmbank.com

We just help.

1422311
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Home sales Total units sold, including condominiums. Median sales price

County May '20 May '19 Change YTD2020 YTD2019 Change May '20 May '19 Change
Champaign 201 307 ▼ 34.5% 408 404 ▲ 1.0% $170,500 $150,000 ▲ 13.7%
Coles 43 54 ▼ 20.4% 90 92 ▼ 2.2% $117,000 $79,450 ▲ 47.3%
Douglas 7 18 ▼ 61.1% 42 23 ▲ 82.6% $120,000 $115,500 ▲ 3.9%
Edgar 9 15 ▼ 40.0% 20 18 ▲ 11.1% $39,900 $84,000 ▼ 52.5%
Ford 15 9 ▲ 66.7% 36 24 ▲ 50.0% $68,900 $140,000 ▼ 50.8%
Iroquois 15 26 ▼ 42.3% 54 41 ▲ 31.7% $83,900 $78,450 ▲ 6.9%
Macon 128 132 ▼ 3.0% 277 195 ▲ 42.1% $95,100 $102,500 ▼ 7.2%
McLean 204 269 ▼ 24.2% 419 408 ▲ 2.7% $171,500 $162,500 ▲ 5.5%
Moultrie 5 11 ▼ 54.5% 29 18 ▲ 61.1% $54,000 $116,000 ▼ 53.4%
Piatt 17 21 ▼ 19.0% 38 38 – 0.0% $225,000 $162,000 ▲ 38.9%
Vermilion 43 82 ▼ 47.6% 129 101 ▲ 27.7% $75,000 $85,250 ▼ 12.0%
Illinois 11,438 17,293 ▼ 33.9% 29,591 27,457 ▲ 7.8% $216,000 $219,000 ▼ 1.4%
Source: Illinois Association of Realtors

New & used vehicle sales
County New April '20 New April '19 Change Used April '20 Used April '19 Change
Champaign 335 506 ▼ 51.0% 1,077 1,795 ▼ 40.0%
Coles 84 134 ▼ 59.5% 314 584 ▼ 46.2%
Douglas 39 58 ▼ 48.7% 158 235 ▼ 32.8%
Edgar 42 51 ▼ 21.4% 163 237 ▼ 31.2%
Ford 27 36 ▼ 33.3% 10 192 ▼ 94.8%
Iroquois 67 88 ▼ 31.3% 225 352 ▼ 36.1%
McLean 366 1,771 ▼ 383.9% 890 1,613 ▼ 44.8%
Macon 174 304 ▼ 74.7% 829 1,353 ▼ 38.7%
Moultrie 29 45 ▼ 55.2% 98 183 ▼ 46.4%
Piatt 26 55 ▼ 111.5% 99 225 ▼ 56.0%
Vermilion 243 246 ▼ 1.2% 606 992 ▼ 38.9%
Total cars, trucks sold based on title applications filed. Excludes motorcycles, trailers. Source: Illinois secretary of state’s 
office. Latest data available.

Prices at the pump
Average price per gallon of regular unleaded gas as 
of July 13, 2020.

Area July '20 July '19

B-N $2.28 $3.00 
C-U $2.36 $2.98 
Danville $2.37 $2.96 
Decatur $2.30 $2.98 
Illinois $2.40 $3.16 
U.S. $2.20 $2.79 

Source: aaa.com

PARTNER.

busey.com   Member FDIC   217.365.4500

We’re in this together.

Broad financial capabilities. Close relationships. Unwavering support for our clients 
and communities. That’s been Busey’s promise for over 150 years, and right now, it’s 
more important than ever. 

As your partner, we’re right beside you, your family and your business, offering 
financial relief for those in need. Visit busey.com/financialreliefprogram or contact 
our team at 1.800.67Busey to learn more.

Busey. Your Partner for Generations to Come.
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Consumer price index
The CPI measures average price changes of goods and services over time, with a 
reference base of 100 in 1982-84. To put into context, a current CPI of 194.5 means a 
marketbasket of goods and services that cost $100 in 1982-84 now costs $194.50.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor

Midwest urban 
May '20 237.3

U.S. city average
May '20 256.4

Primary Mortgage Market Survey
Freddie Mac surveys lenders each week on the rates, fees and points for the most 
popular mortgage products. The following are the average rates for the week of April 
30, 2020, for the U.S. and for the North Central region, which includes Illinois, and the 
average rates for the U.S. one year ago.

Mortgage Type U.S. July '20 U.S.  July '19

30-year fixed 3.03% 3.75%
15-year fixed 2.51% 3.22%
5/1-year adjustable 3.02% 3.46%
Source: Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corp.

Amtrak total monthly riders
May 2020 June 2020

Bloomington-Normal 1,978 3,171
Champaign-Urbana 2,872 3,781
Mattoon 597 800
Rantoul 177 201

Hotel/motel statistics
Total amount of revenue generated in Champaign and Urbana by hotels and motels for 
room rentals only. 

TOTAL REVENUE
May '20 April '20 Change

$66,524 $137,699 ▼ 51.69%
ANNUAL TOTALS

2019 2018 Change

$85,804,972 $81,443,135 ▲ 5.36%
Source: Cities of Champaign and Urbana

Willard Airport passenger totals
MONTHLY TOTALS

June '20 June '19 Change

1,673 9,290 ▼ 82.0%
YEAR-TO-DATE TOTALS

June '20 June '19 Change

23,336 50,636 ▼ 53.9%
ANNUAL TOTALS

2019 2018 Change

109,747 114,776 ▼ 4.4%
Source: Willard Airport

The RPC is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

 ▶ Friendly/flexible loan terms 
 ▶ Up to 50% project cost 
 ▶ Rates and requirements vary  

Contact Kathy Larson at 217-819-4101 or 
klarson@ccrpc.org for more information.

ccrpc.org/programs/economic-development/financing

Follow Your Entrepreneurial Dreams  
with Help from the RPC

Starting or expanding your business? Need additional 
financing? The RPC has financing programs to help 

businesses—and has supported many small businesses 
in East Central Illinois. See what we can do for you!

3000540
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BEYOND THE BOARDROOM

Story Jeff D'Alessio Photo Robin Scholz

The riskiest business move JIM SPIROS ever made – 
going from a partner in a Vermilion County firm 

a decade out of law school to setting up his own personal 
injury shop – turned out to be the most rewarding, as well.

“By far the best decision I ever made,” says the founding 
partner of Spiros Law, PC (est. 2005), with locations in 
Champaign, Danville and Kankakee. “It allowed me to cre-
ate a culture, which I had always hoped for.”

Spiros describes himself and his firm as advocates for “the 
little guy,” be it cases involving medical negligence, work-
place injuries, defective drugs or, most recently, a natural-gas 
leak that contaminated private wells in rural Mahomet.

Spiros, a Purdue and John Marshall Law School grad,  
took time out to answer a few questions from Editor  
Jeff D’Alessio.

My one unbreakable rule of the workplace is …
Keep your desks spotless. A cluttered workplace results in 
wasted time.

My philosophy on meetings is …
Always have an agenda, and once the agenda is established: be 
brief, be blunt, be gone.

The hardest thing about being a leader is …
Making decisions that affect people’s lives.

It is incumbent upon a leader to try and get it right every 
time and that’s a lot of pressure.

The last luxury in which I indulged was …
A two-week anniversary trip that my wife and I took to 
Uganda in early 2019.

The thought of traveling to that location today is likely 
impossible. It is beautiful with stunning scenery.

My single favorite moment of all time in this job was …
Right at Christmastime last year, when I received a lengthy 
voicemail from a client who I represented nine years ago.

Her son was tragically killed in an accident, and she took 
the time on his birthday to call me, thanking me for the 
work we had done nine years earlier.

I had to take some time to myself while listening to that 
message – it was really amazing that she reached out so 
many years later.

I can’t live without …
My family and friends. I am lucky to be blessed with both, 
who are great. They help keep me grounded in every way.

Jim Spiros
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My business role model is …
Rick Beyers. He is the principal of the Emulsicoat company 
in Urbana. Most of you may not know him, but he is the ulti-
mate businessman, family man, gentleman and outdoorsman.

He has shown me over the 25 years of friendship that every 
single one of those categories can be equally balanced.

The most beneficial college class I took was …
An elective, Urban Sociology. I happened to meet a young 
lady sitting next to me in class, who later became my wife of 
now 26 years.

I’m frugal in that …
I will most often make myself a double espresso with some 
steamed milk at home instead of going to a Starbucks.

When I was in law school, I read the book ‘Millionaire 
Next Door’ and it is amazing what a difference little routine 
habits can have in the big picture.

I am up and at ’em every day at …
5:30 – and oftentimes far earlier than that.

My exercise routine consists of …
Working out with a trainer three days a week. I started doing 
that last August and it has been extremely beneficial from a 
physical and mental standpoint.

The worst job I ever had was …
A bartender while in college. I tended bar after working con-
struction during the day, and it resulted in some long nights, 
often ending at 2 a.m. It convinced me to work a bit harder 
in school.

On a 1-to-10 scale, the effect the pandemic has had on 
my business is a …
5. I am generally not a middle-of-the-road person, but some 
really good things have come out of the pandemic, as well as 
some negative things.

We have been blessed to spend more uninterrupted time at 
home with our kids and but for the pandemic, our busy lives 
would be rolling along as usual.

On the downside, I think everyone likely knows someone 
who has been affected by the health ramifications. I had a 
friend who lost a family member and that was hard to watch.

Find Jeff D'Alessio's weekly chat with a local boss about leadership, management style 
and more in Beyond the Boardroom, every Sunday in the Business section of your 
News-Gazette.

YOU LIVE HERE.
WE LEND HERE.

HICKORYPOINTBANK.COM

We’re investing in Champaign-Urbana
one home at a time.

217.351.7100

Dan MarkerMitch Wilson

3001909
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Story Ben Zigterman Photos Robin Scholz

Family fare
For Mom and company, making downtown  
Champaign restaurant go is a team effort

Gayle Starks has been busy.
In addition to reopening Neil St. Blues June 24 in 

downtown Champaign, she owns Jackson Hewitt fran-
chises in Champaign and Rantoul, and was busy helping 
people file their taxes by July 15, the new deadline.

“I’m burning both ends of the candle,” Starks said.
But she’s making it work, especially with the help of  

her family.

The main dining room at Neil St. Blues. 
When it reopened indoor seating, it 
put tables on the dance floor to spread 
customers out to meet COVID-19 
restrictions.
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Her son Michael is the general manager of the restaurant 
and her daughter Brittany is in charge of desserts, Starks said.

“We have a host of other friends and relatives that chip in,” 
Starks said. “It’s been extremely challenging at times. I’ve 
certainly pushed myself to what I would call my limit, and 
it’s definitely forced me to become more efficient.”

The restaurant opened in November 2018 and quickly 
made a name for itself.

“We had more community response than we ever could’ve 
imagined,” Starks said. “They were very supportive and  
very patient.”

Starks said the restaurant grew out of a family discussion.

“It was a family initiative,” she said. “I never woke up with 
the idea of wanting to open a restaurant. Several family mem-
bers said that there’s something missing in Champaign in 
regards to the food choices and some of the options we have.”

She said downtown Champaign was missing a place where 
you “could eat and enjoy live entertainment.”

“We identified that void, we decided that we wanted to 
explore this opportunity, and the location kind of dictated a 
lot of it,” Starks said. 

Neil St. Blues is using the space at 301 N. Neil St. where 
301 Mongolia and Dublin O’Neil’s used to be located.

People dine outside along Neil Street.

Owner Gayle Starks works at  the bar.

A light fixture at Neil St.  Blues.
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“It had a full kitchen and lots of space for entertainment,” 
Starks said.

The restaurant focuses on Southern cuisine, including 
jambalaya, catfish, chicken & waffles, and an alligator po’ 
boy sandwich.

“That’s definitely unique to the area,” Michael Starks said. 
“We’re Southern-based, cooking soul food, and when we 
were creating the menu, we thought that what’s really good 
that not a lot of people have in Champaign is alligator.”

“When the customer sees that, they have to try it out,” Mi-
chael Starks said. “We’re just trying to be diverse and unique.”

The business was thrown for a loop this spring when the 
coronavirus hit, especially the live music scene.

“We’re very fortunate just to get anything,” Michael Starks 
said. “Everyone’s pockets are hurting.”

Neil St. Blues closed when the stay-at-home order went 
into effect and, until June 24, was only serving takeout.

When it reopened indoor seating, it put tables on the 
dance floor to help spread customers out.

“Dancing is not allowed at the moment,” Gayle Starks said. 
And she said pickup and especially delivery have been popular.
Still, she was glad to get open.

“The reopening has gone very well, considering that we don’t 
have the entertainment,” she said. “Our lunches are still very 
soft in terms of our volume; I think that’s a direct correlation 
to people working from home. … But dinners are pretty solid.”

As Neil St. Blues was preparing to reopen, protests spread 
around the country following the police killing of George 
Floyd in Minnesota.

In Champaign-Urbana, the organization Buy Black 
Chambana organized a Black Restaurant Week the week of 
Juneteenth to support local Black-owned restaurants.

Starks said Neil St. Blues wanted to be a part of that 
promotion, but wasn’t quite ready.

“We already had put together our startup timeline, which 
included an enormous amount of work. Systems had to be 
cleaned and maintained, we had training to do for staff 
particularly around COVID-19. We also had to reorder all 
of our food items,” she said. 

Neil St. Blues would’ve had to push up its reopening 
timeline by a week and didn’t want to compromise on safety, 
Starks said.

She said her family has always had an entrepreneurial 
spirit: her grandmother Eular Mae Henderson was a 
landlord and one of the first Black women to be employed in 
town by the railroad; her mother Helen Marie Parker used 
to own a restaurant and an apartment building.

“My family has always been raised to try to be 
entrepreneurial in our spirit. That is important for our 
family and also our community and our African American 

community, to do our jobs well and be visible and to be 
successful,” Starks said. “I’ve always wanted to be a positive 
example of what a business owner looks like.”

“With the recent protests and attention to Black Lives 
Matter, it’s not new to me,” Starks said. “It has not changed 
one bit about how or why we do things. It’s almost as if 
society has caught up with something we’ve always known 
and tried to demonstrate.”

Starks said she hasn’t experienced overt racism in running 
Neil St. Blues.

“We’ve gotten support from the city and from my friends 
and family of all races,” she said. “We were able to open in 
one of the most prominent places in downtown Champaign.”

She called her family “my secret weapon” and said they 
have also been bit by the entrepreneurial bug.

“I’m trying to pass that along to my children,” she said. 
“They seem to be grasping the importance of it and are eager 
to launch their own businesses.”

Michael Starks, 22, has already tried renting space on 
Airbnb and did some e-commerce.

“In each adventure, even if it wasn’t profitable, I gained 
countless amounts of experience,” he said. “Just being 22 
years old, one day I’ll be able to apply everything I learned 
and hopefully get something that clicks.”

He said he’s trying to learn as much as he can from being 
the general manager of Neil St. Blues.

“I’m focused on soaking up the experience. I want to go out 
and do my own thing and build my own business,” he said. 

“This is my mother’s business. She put forth the most amount 
of effort to get where we are now.”

In the main dining room. The bar at the main entrance.
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ASK THE EXPERT

Story Ben Zigterman Photo Provided

What’s the housing outlook for the  
second half of the year? Are realtors 
concerned about a second wave?
Right now, as Illinois has entered Phase 4  
of the COVID-19 reopening, in June and July  
we are seeing an upward trajectory trend in the  
number of buyers and sellers who see this is an  
ideal period to both buy and sell. Some buyers  
were in ready-mode to buy before the pandemic hit  
and stay-at-home orders were put in place, which  
slowed down their decision-making period to later 
this summer. Our latest trends show a strong rebound 
of homebuyer traffic as the economy is reopening 
and new listings are coming on the market.

There is the very real possibility that this mini surge 
in demand reflects deferred purchases for the decline in 
demand between March and May. We may see a robust 
market for another month or two and then we may see 
a seasonal slowdown as traditionally occurs in the fall. 
With interest rates at the levels they are and jobs steadily 
recovering, this should factor in positively for the real  
estate market.

The Champaign County area has a strong 
economy that translates and supports the overall 
strength of the housing market locally.

The summer is heating up as record low mortgage rates 
continue to spur homebuyer demand. Mortgage rates 
hit another all-time record low this past week. The 30-

year fixed rate mortgage averaged 3.03 percent according 
to Freddie Mac, the lowest rate in the survey’s history 
dating back to 1971. Many buyers are eager to lock 
in mortgage rates and move prior to the start of the 
school year, pushing demand in both June and July.

At the same time, more sellers are eager to make a 
change in housing and have spent their stay-at-home 
period preparing their house to get ready to place 
on the market. Some sellers are receiving multiple 
offers as soon as the property hits the market.

But overall, the inventory of homes for sale continues to 
be one of the biggest challenges in the market currently and 
that will continue throughout this year as well. Inventory is 
likely to be an issue for the market for the next 12 months.

Housing market:  
Room to  
improve
The scoop from Julie Roth,  
President of the Champaign  
County Association  
of Realtors
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The recovery is also likely to be more volatile and 
uncertain than earlier economic recession recoveries. There 
still is uncertainty about the path of the COVID-19 virus 
until there is a vaccine. As long as the virus is not contained, 
it will continue to put a strain on all sectors of the economy.

Is it a buyer’s market or sellers’ market?  
Is that expected to last?
New listings on the market have not grown as fast as we 
would like. Sellers may be hesitant to open their homes to 
potential buyers as we are still adhering to social distancing 
requirements. With less inventory on the market, that 
translates into fewer properties to choose from. From a 
buyer’s perspective that relates to more competition on 
behalf of buyers for the properties that are for sale. We 
anticipate a growing number of sellers will list their 
properties when the time is right for them. After being 
at home during the stay-at-home period or working from 
home, individuals are reminded how much their current 
home may lack certain desired features or amenities. They 
may be spending this period doing some remodeling and 
updates to get their home ready to sell later this year.

What direction are sales prices headed in? 
We will likely see home prices steadily rise but not 
dramatically, which is good for buyers as it contributes 
to their affordability when purchasing a home.

This recession in 2020 looks to be less severe 
than what occurred in 2008-09 and certainly for 
the housing sector as home values are still rising 
unlike 10 years ago when home prices were dropping, 
according to the National Association of Realtors.

Prices also are driven by supply and demand. 
If the supply should tighten dramatically, this 
could drive prices substantially higher.

Have you (and other realtors) been busy? How 
are you keeping buyers and sellers safe?
Personally, I’ve been very busy with buyers who want to get 
in on the historically low interest rates and sellers who have 
discovered that the average sales price of homes is increasing. 
These two factors can add up to nice savings for them by being 
able to put more money down and paying a lower interest 
rate. It’s an attractive market for both buyers and sellers.

The National Association of Realtors 2020 Market 
Recovery Survey issued on July 9 reflects that 9 out of 10 of 
its members believe they are in the process of recovering as 
many states start to reopen their economies. Agents polled 
reflect that 92 percent of respondents stated that a portion of 
their buyers have either returned to or never left the market.

Realtors are taking every precaution and assisting sellers to 
ensure safety precautions are in place and are implemented in 
showings and open houses. Real estate brokerages are legally 
allowed to hold open houses now in the current Illinois 
Stage 4 Recovery period as long as all of the safety measures 
are observed. These include social distancing where possible, 
with face coverings where social distancing can’t be observed 
and disinfecting the areas of the home previous attendees 
viewed. Realtors during the stay-at-home orders adapted 
quickly and began conducting virtual showings using 
technology via video, Skype, Facebook Live and other virtual 
staging options to showcase properties to avoid unnecessary 
traffic. Closings continue to be done with social distancing 
precautions in mind. Virtual tours will continue to remain 
a vital part of the home sale process moving forward.
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2008
Woman of the Year: Laura Huth
Man of the Year: Mark Randall

2009
Woman of the Year: Laura Frerichs
Man of the Year: Joel Oschwald

2010
Woman of the Year: Beverly Baker
Man of the Year: Mark Palmer

Bob Ballsrud
Denise Bates
Karen Blatzer
Eric Boland
Carrie R. Boyd
Lindy Brown
Michelle Campbell
Chris Cheely
Ashley Clanton
Rob Collins
Ryan Culton
Randall Green
Wendy Harris
Angie Hatfield Marker

Terra Hendrix
Zak Horn
Pamela Hulton
Michael Johnson
Scott Keeble

Carla M. Kimmell
Dan Marker
Brian McClure
Michael Meidel
David Mills
Kevin G. Moore
Luis Navaez
Jami Painter
Oliver Philpott
Rafael M. Ruggiere
Shannon Ruh
Kelly Schaudt
Jennifer Smith
Keith Souza
Kimberly Sugden
Paul Taylor
Brian Watson
Adam Yeazel
Kevin Yonce

Joe Alexander
Roaa Al-Heeti
Daniel Baker
Lorianne Bauer
Brett D. Bean
Janet Benzing
Lori Bluhm
Brandon Bowersox
Lisa Cheely
Rhiannon Clifton
Ron Drane
Jim Eisenmenger
Jennifer Greene
Jacqueline Hannah
Stephen Hartman
Krista Jones
Justin Kleinschmidt
Rob Kowalski
Thomas C. Lockman
Sarah Marshky

Dixie Mayol
Julie Melton
Doulgas L. Milburn
Melinda Miller
Kimberly Pabst
Tony Pomonis
Stefanie Pratt
Chris Randles
Deb Reardanz
Stephanie Record
A.J. Ruggieri
Sherry Schuller
Joel Schwitzer
Brian Stumph
Cory Swanson
David Wetherell
Laura Wetherell
Kris Young
Sarah Zehr

Jenny Bates
T.J. Blakeman
Brian Brauer
Maya Bruck
Mark E. Czys
Anne Dills
Jennifer Dixson
Natalie Ellis
Stephanie Faraci
Christina Gilber t-Manual

Jennifer Gunji-Ballsrud

Kyle Harrison
Kristie Hayes
Andy Hudson
Gordy Hulton
Clint Jackson
J.P. Jones
Libby Kacich
Jennifer Knapp

Kelly Jo Lamb
Casey Loving
Ben Mast
Andy Miller
Jonathan Myers
Lorrie Pearson
Amy Randolph
Jason P. Rector
Scott Rice
Huey G. Robinson
Anthony Santarelli
Joe Streit
Christina Tapp
Masha Trenhaile
Stacey Tutt
Staci Wahls
Bill Walter
Kristin Williamson
Megan Wolf

2011
Woman of the Year: Danielle Chynoweth
Man of the Year: Dan Ditchfield

2012
Woman of the Year: Tori Exum-Johnson
Man of the Year: Michael Frerichs

2013
Woman of the Year: Marissa Siebel
Man of the Year: Sheldon Turner

Catherine Ahsell
Becky Ames
Alicia Beck
Scott Bennett
Jamar Brown
Tom Carrino
Karen Devine
Rachael Dietkus-Miller

Adam Dill
Scott Filkins
Matthew Foster
Wade B. Franklin
Asia Fuller-Hamilton

Chad Hoffman
Amy Hoose
Gavin Horn
Wendy Johnson
Jonathan Kosovski
William Kyles

Shayla Maatuka
Michelle Maloney
Lisa Marx
Matt Payne
Darrin Peters
Alicia Pettigrew
Brian Precious
Cheryl Precious
Jaime Roundtree
Hannah Sheets
Angela Smith
Mike Somers
Janathan Thompson

Carrie Ummel
Tana Ward
Matt Wavering
Byron Yonce
Jana Zollinger

Bryan Banks
Jason Barickman
Marcus Beach
Stacy Bennett
Kristen Bosch
Anthony Bruno
Elizabeth Buckley
Kathleen Charleston

Tiffany DeSpain
Lori Gregg
Christopher Hamb
Cory Hatfield
Megan Holland
Clint Howard
Tony Howard
Alyssa Hudson
Brice Hutchcraft
Greg Johnson
Chip Jorstad

Brian Jurczyk
Jenette Jurczyk
Jeff Kibler
Kerris Lee
Erin Lippitz
Jeff Livesay
Kristi Martin
Carly McCrory
Michael McKelvey
Joe Meents
Kelli Meents
Seth Melton
Lester Potts
Jonte Rollins
David Rosch
Dana Schaumburg
Yavonnda Smith
Sara Thompson
Rickey Williams, Jr.

Jason Asaad
Katie Blakeman
Jason Bletzinger
Kathryn Blum
Jamie Boas
January Boten
Justin Bouse
Cynthia Bruno
Ann Bushman
Cheryl Camacho
Sally Carter
Whitney Fleming
Clay Foley
Kurt Glosser
Natalie Gross
Chris Harbourt
Ryan Heiser
Andrea Klingel
Kelly Duitsman Loschen

Ryan Loschen
Danielle Matthews
Christina McClelland

Kip McDaniel
Brian Moline
Tracy Parish
Tristan Pisarczyk
Andy Quarnstrom
Derek Sanders
Brian Sauder
Amber Seip
Julia Sullivan
Shandra Summerville

Marla Todd
Christine Walsh
April Warren-Grice
Jennifer White
Sean Widener
Nick Zazal

Story Scott Richey Photos Provided

Honor roll
Forty Under 40 turns 13 years old this year. 
No better time to celebrate the nearly 500 
community difference-makers  
we've honored so far

Central Illinois Business Magazine celebrated its first Forty 
Under 40 class in 2008. Staff writer Scott Richey caught up 
with some of those inaugural honorees – including both the 
woman and man of the year – for an update (read more of the 
stories at news-gazette.com).

Laura Huth-Rhoades
Today I live in Allegan, 
Michigan, with my husband, 
Tom, on a serene acre in the 
country. I continue to serve 
as President & CEO of do 
good Consulting, the compa-
ny I founded in 2006 to help 
nonprofits with their fundraising, communications, planning 
and organizational growth needs. In my spare time, I love 
volunteering, gardening, cooking and working on renovation 
and construction projects on our home, which is a barn. In 
fact, we just broke ground on a new project this past weekend. 
We are adding a large screened porch off our living/dining 
room area with a second-story 16-foot by 20-foot balcony off 
our guest room. Best wishes for good health to everyone back 
in Champaign-Urbana!

Mark Randall
In 2020, I am still as honored 
as I was in 2008 to have been 
named the first “Forty Under 
40 Man of the Year.” Since 
then, my family and I have 
made two major moves: First 
to the great state of Wyo-
ming where I served as a vice president of a small Catholic 
college for several years; and presently, to the greater Wash-
ington, D.C., area, where I serve as the Executive Director 
for the Pontifical North American College in Rome. I also 
serve as the event chairman for the National Catholic Prayer 
Breakfast. My family and I live in northern Virginia, and I 
split my time between Washington, D.C., and Rome, with 



25August | September 2020

2014
Woman of the Year: Becca Guyette
Man of the Year: Scott Miller

2015
Woman of the Year: Stacey LaBrecque Cole
Man of the Year: Matt Difanis

2016
Woman of the Year: Angi Franklin
Man of the Year: Justin Overstreet

Shane Allen
Amanda Baker
Laura Bleill.
Kirk Builta
Toni Burkhalter
Samuel Byndom
Michael Cation
Karly Combest
Ashley Dye
Kelly Formoso
Kyle Galbraith
Bathel Gilbert, Sr.
Josh George
Stephanie Grussing
Brett Hays
Jackie Hohn
Heather Horn
Tonya Horn
Erik Kotewa

Thane A. Jackson
Jeremy Johnson
Leia Kedem
Tricia Keith
Jacqueline Lacy
Katie Madigan
Mike Marron
Austin McCann
Kelly O'Neill
Alyx Parker
Scott Redenbaugh
Christina Reifsteck
Terri Reifsteck
Sky Sanborn
Stephanie Stuart
Jason Van Antwerp
Daniel Walk
Joseph T. Wiemelt
David Woodrow

Sarah Addison
Ajith Antony
Jonathan Ashbrook
Kayla Banks
Jennifer Bechtel
Mist Bell
Kathryn Bermingham

Laura Beyer
Brandon Boys
Alicia Burge
Jennifer Carlson
Gregory Damhorst
John Deckert
Emma Dorantes
Kyle Emkes
Chris Engelbrecht
Michelle Grindley
Joseph Guyette
Erika Hackman

Michael Harden
Patrick Harrington
Jay Hooper
Jameel Jones
Mary Konken
Jennifer McCaffrey
Robert Meister
Charles Mockbee IV
Crystal Odoms
John Olson
Brad Petersen
Andy Roberts
Amy Sage
Matthew Schweighart

Miranda Soucie
Billy Stull
Bradley Uken
Dan Waldinger
Angela Wolters

Rebecca Bedinger
Scott Burge
Erica Cooper-Peyton

Scott Daigle,
Brooke Didier Starks

Matt Duco
Carly Froomkin Burak

Victor Fuentes
Justin Gensler
Erin Grace
Katie Harrell
Zachary Hillard
Mike Ingram
Josephine Kalipeni
Natalie Kenny Marquez

Chris Kloeppel
Jeremy Larson
Josh Laskowski
Charlee Lin

Callie Jo McFarland
Kevin Monahan
Ashley Morgan
Ben Newell GSE
Thomas Nicol
Ryan Pine
Denise Poindexter
Jamie Ritter
Caty Roland
Sherri Rudicil
Adam Siero
Holly Smith
Brian Stark
Jamie Stevens
Joshua Stone
Marcus Truss
Angela Urban
Zach Wetherell
Mark Whitsitt

lots of travel around the U.S. My current job allows me to see 
some of the most beautiful parts of our nation. I’ve met some 
incredible people and made great memories since leaving C-U 
in 2009. But whenever I return to central Illinois, as I did 
July 4, I am reminded of real Midwestern values and what it 
means to have been raised in the heartland of America.

Angela Hatfield Marker and Dan Marker
In 2008, we were living next 
door to The News-Gazette in 
a condo in downtown Cham-
paign. Dan was working as a 
mortgage originator at Busey 
Bank, and I was working 
as the Director of Business 
Development at O’Brien Auto Park of Urbana. We’ve since 
moved, changed jobs and we now have two children. Our 
oldest, Johnny, was born in 2011 and his Irish-twin, Dean, 
was born 10 months later. Dan is now Hickory Point Bank’s 
president, Champaign Region, and I crossed the bridge from 
the for-profit sector to work in the nonprofit sector as the Vice 
President of Development at the Community Foundation of 
East Central Illinois.

In 2008 both the banking industry and car business 
were in the midst of a financial crisis. That crisis certainly 
prepared us for what our world is experiencing now. One 
notion still holds true today: relationships are really 
important, in good times and in bad. Those genuine 
relationships with our clients and donors – and the heavily-
invested relationship with our community – have helped 
both of us advance professionally and personally since 2008.

Scott Keeble
In 2008, I was leading a satellite church 
campus of First Presbyterian Church, 
Champaign. In 2012, we launched out 
on our own and I had the privilege of 
becoming the founding pastor of Copper 
Creek Church, where I continue to 
serve. We are finishing up construction 
of our own church facility on Curtis 
Road – just a few hundred feet from Barkstall School where we 
started. The facility should be finished in August, and we are 
incredibly excited about having our own permanent home after 
13 years of renting space. I got a tattoo not long after that first 
Forty Under 40 class. It says in Hebrew: “We shall see what 
becomes of his dreams.” A lot of my dreams from back then 
proved to be just that ... dreams. But some of them seem to 
have been divinely inspired. As I watch some of those dreams 
come true, I’m as excited as I’ve ever been about what I get to 
do as a pastor.

2017
Woman of the Year: Maghan Moslander
Man of the Year: Josh Whitman

2018
Woman of the Year: Jenny Amos
Man of the Year: Chris Harlan

2019
Woman of the Year: Giselle Rodriguez
Man of the Year: Salvo Rodriquez

Andrew Allen
Sean Baird
Anna Benjamin
Kurt Bloomstrand
Collin Carlier
Matt Cho
Scott Clanin
Colin DeCair
Lauren Dodge
Carrie Eisenmenger
Laura Gerhold
Abby Hendren
Katherine (Katie) Johnston

Ahmed Khurshid
Bryan Lake
Michael Le Buhn
Emily Manganaro
Jackie Martinie
Abby McDonald

Chelsea Norton
Martin O’Donnell
Kimberly Otchere
Sonya Pasquini
Pookie Phetchareune

Elisabeth Pollock
Ross Richards
Prince Robertson
Ryan Ross
Kristen Sackley
Jacob Shaw
Zachary Sickler
Jami Tanner
Ryan Thomson
Phillip Trautman, Jr.
Kellie Wahl
Bryan Wang
Skot Wiedmann
Luke Zwilling

Brian Alexander-Ward

Tekita Bankhead
Devin Black
Lonndon Blake
Curtis Blanden Sr.
Lindsay Blickenstaf f

Matthew Bross
Alexis Cain
James Chandler
Kris Ehler
Nicholas Gaines
Theresa Green
Garret Hill
Andrew Hohn
John Holton
Alex Houmes
Lyndsay Howell
Matthew Kelly
Jaya Kolisetty

Joella Koss Meharry

Jacob Kuebler
Jason Liggett
Ben Manns
Josh Markiewicz
Todd Mayfield
Kevan Melchiorre
Ryann Monahan
Anthony Pendleton
Derek Peterson
Ashley Pinnell
Jen Quinlan
Lacey Rains Lowe
Siobahn Reynolds
Angie Schoonover
Jennifer Shike
Justin Spring
Holly Stalcup
Erin Tarr

Cody Alterman
Charles Burton
Monica Cherry
Emily Cross Vayr
Rob Dalhaus III
Caitlin Drake
Manu Edakara
Femi Fletcher
Brian Frieze
Christopher Greenwold

Ainslie Heilich
Dustin Heuerman
Karen Jenkins
Erin Kirby
Robert Lewis
Jessie McClusky-Gilber t

Anna Miller
Angela Miller
Nathan Mills

Annie Murray Easterday

Lauren Murray Miller

Renee Osterbur
Kelly Parker
Beth Peralta
Stephanie Pit ts-Noggle

Lindsay Quick
Lisa Rector
Ryan Reid
Jason Sakowski
Ryan Schriefer
Ally Sehy
Bryan Snodgrass
Nicholas Voss
Lee Waters
Mark Wertz
Jared White
Gerald Wilson
Mitchell Wilson
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AT YOUR SERVICE

Story Ben Zigterman Photos Provided

In good taste
Spontaneity and creativity set 
Champaign doughnut shop apart

When protests broke out after the police killing of George 
Floyd, Ye Olde Donut Shoppe wanted to help.

So it did what it does best: make doughnuts.
As millions of Instagrammers posted black squares in 

support of Black Lives Matter, the shop at 1401 S. Neil St. 
created a square doughnut with chocolate frosting and the  
letters BLM.

It then donated a portion of the proceeds – about $350 in 
two days – to Buy Black Chambana.

“It was brought up by our assistant manager, Olivia (Prud-
homme),” manager Colin DeBlouwe said. “We saw the black 
squares on Instagram, and our goal for that was to be able 
to provide the same message, but make it more powerful by 
making doughnuts.”

On the first day, only about two dozen of the doughnuts 
were sold, but as word spread, on the second day customers 
bought 20 dozen, DeBlouwe said.

The store’s classic doughnuts haven’t changed in 60 years, 
he said, and for its new designs and flavors, DeBlouwe said 
there isn’t one person in charge of creating them.

“They’re created spontaneously between ideas from myself 
and the assistant manager, which are passed on to the owner,” 
DeBlouwe said.

Not all of them have been popular.
“We did one with Key lime last year, and people didn’t 

really care for it,” he said. “We’ve also done Danishes as well, 
which have not done well.”

If you’re looking for the new varieties, DeBlouwe recom-
mended going Thursday through Sunday, when varieties 
such as maple-bacon, M&M and apple pie are more likely to 
be on the menu.

Overall, since Ye Olde reopened on Neil Street last May, 
business has been doing well.

“We’re starting to gain some traction. The biggest issue I’ve 
seen is people don’t know we’re here,” DeBlouwe said. 

Its retail business has been doing well during the corona-
virus, as doughnuts could always be picked up for carryout and 
it has a drive-thru.

But business from its commercial accounts dropped 80 to 
90 percent, DeBlouwe said.

Ye Olde provides doughnuts to Espresso Royale, Circle 
K, Art Mart and other locations, he said, and “a lot of those 
accounts shut down entirely or postponed doughnuts or 
dropped quantities.”

The commercial side is starting to rebound, and De-
Blouwe said that “we’ve been lucky with the support of the 
community” and is “overall pretty optimistic.”
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BUSINESSES DOING GOOD THINGS

Rising to the 
occasion
Danville tree business a  
cut above when it come to  
community projects

Story Jim Rossow Photos Robin Scholz

In their decades of running Bowers Tree Experts in Danville, 
John and Pat Bowers have used bucket trucks for a lot more 
than just clipping high-hanging branches.

In early July, they donated equipment so Chicago singer 
Colette Hawley – perched high above in a cherry picker – 
could sing to the cooped-up residents of a retirement village 
in Danville.

“We’re from Danville, we love Danville,” Pat said. “(My 
husband’s) belief is every time you do something good, it 
comes back tenfold. We like to help out.”

A lot. Among the beneficiaries: Downtown Danville Inc., 
Vermilion Heritage Foundation, Danville’s Parade of Lights 
and Festival of Trees, CASA Vermilion County, Humane 
Society of Danville, Arts in the Park, Summer Sounds and 
Danville Area Convention and Visitors’ Bureau.

“They are all great causes and many things could not contin-
ue without volunteers,” Pat said. “It keeps us young and busy.”

Pat, right, and John Bowers at their “yard” in Danville with trees that have been cut down.

Both in their 70s, Pat and John oversee a three-generation 
business started by John E. Bowers Sr. in 1947. A staff of up 
to 10 – “depending on the job” – has at its disposal several 
bucket trucks, a chipper truck, two stump machines and  
a chipper.

No one works harder or has as much fun as the loving 
couple.

“We are in the last quarter of life and loving every minute 
of it,” Pat said. “ No real plans, just thankful to be healthy 
and smiling.”

John Bowers runs the bucket truck as Colette Hawley sings to residents of Liberty 
Estates from a cherry picker.
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GUEST COLUMN

Stephanie Davenport
CIB Contributor 

A topic I haven’t heard much about, considering the 
year we’ve had, is leadership. If you consider yourself a 

leader, kudos to you for leading during this year of crisis. It 
takes courage to show up and lead others through change 
and uncertainty.

Communication can be a form of leadership, though it 
may not always be thought of that way. We lead, or don’t 
lead, through our messaging, presentations, online presence 
and more. Good communication can determine how people 
feel amidst change, or through a time of crisis. I’m assuming 
we all have a goal of creating a sense of calm for those 
around us, in the places where we lead and communicate.

This offers all of us a great opportunity for areas of 
improvement. Communication is an area where we can self-
audit for strengths and weaknesses and challenge ourselves 
to do better. 

It’s been said that regardless of our expertise in the area, 
our own communications are the most difficult to manage. 
If you’re looking to do a better job of leading through 
communications, here are a few ideas:

1) There’s no better time to start than now. Whether 
you’ve simply fallen behind from your normal content 
schedules, or you’ve been feeling a little social media 
fatigue. It’s real and it happens! Do what you need to 
do, so you can get back in the game. If social media 
has been challenging lately, try checking out local or 
national calendar themes for events. You may also 
need to rethink your strategy. Since the inception 
of social media, most of us have relied on photos of 
people as a key component of our social media content. 
However, with emerging privacy concerns and not as 
many in-person events occurring, we’re not going to 
be able to count on having as many unique photos to 
use in the future. Be a leader, by rethinking a backup 
plan your future content strategy now. 

2) To avoid the communication crisis pitfalls discussed 
above, think about who you’re communicating to 
and how you want to show up. What value are you 
providing and who are you here to serve? 

3) When communications require strong leadership, 
finding good examples of leaders and brands that are 
demonstrating leadership in times of crisis can be 
helpful. Local community colleges, universities and 
hospitals can be good sources of inspiration. If you 
can find something similar to your brand, even better.

4) Set some new communication goals. Depending on 
your role, this will look different for everyone. Maybe 
it’s setting a time every week to work on a specific 
communication task that you’ve been neglecting. For 
others, it might be time for you to grow your thought 
leadership influence, or begin creating those videos 
you’ve been intending to get around to.

If you don’t have an official leadership title, you can still be 
a leader, regardless of what role you’re in right now. Decide 
to make a difference by being a better communicator. It’s a 
great way to set yourself apart

Leading through 
communication
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FINE PRINT

BUILDING PERMITS
The following building permits have been issued 
recently by Champaign County and incorporated 
jurisdictions of Champaign, Mahomet, Rantoul, 
Savoy, St. Joseph, Tolono and Urbana. The 
Mahomet permits listed have been applied for but 
not yet approved. 

In Champaign, Rantoul, Savoy and Urbana, only 
permits for all commercial and industrial work and 
all new single-family and multifamily residences 
and all residential remodeling exceeding $25,000 
are listed. Permits are listed by applicant, 
description of work, location and – when available 
– estimated cost of improvements. NOTE: Permits 
are for the period of time from May 11 to  
July 12, 2020. 

CHAMPAIGN
 Armstrong Builders, new single-family dwelling at 

4203 Curtis Meadow Drive, $380,000.
Solar Power Midwest, rooftop solar at 1511 Sussex 

Court, $36,000.
CR Solar, rooftop solar at 1908 Bellamy Drive, $49,400.
Custom Pools, inground pool at 4905 Sandcherry 

Drive, $65,000.
Helmuth Storage LLC, build out for office space at 221 

S. Staley Road, $50,000.
Core Champaign, Jimmy John’s fit out at 601 E. Green 

St., $150,000.
McGuire Homes, new single-family dwelling at 5015 

Abbey Fields Drive, $375,000.
Signature Construction Inc., building at 3137 Palmer 

Drive, $230,000.
Timbercreek Developers, building at 1610 Mullikin 

Drive, $620,000.
Tom Loew Design, building addition/alteration at 915 

W. Park Ave., $200,000.
BRR Architecture, Sam’s Club remodel at 915 W. 

Marketview Drive, $852,376.
MH Engineered Solutions, warehouse storage area at 

1310 N. McKinley Ave., $41,000.
Felmley-Dickerson, Carle Psychology Department at 

1802 S. Mattis Ave., $83,072.
Antunovich Associates, leasing office fit-out at 102 E. 

Green St., Suite 1, $143,006.
McGuire Custom Homes, new single-family dwelling 

at 5021 Abbey Fields Drive, $496,000.
Armstrong Builders of Champaign, building at 3804 

Slate Drive, $153,000.
C-U Under Construction, remodel at 32 Greencroft 

Drive, $120,000.
Hallbeck Homes, Inc., garage addition at 1104 W. Clark 

St., $30,000.
University Group, laundry rooms, bathrooms, updates 

at 207 E. John St., $105,000.
JSM Development Services, LLC, Dog Day Care at 31 

E. Kenyon Road, $172,910.
TAG Residential LLC, single-family dwelling at 2315 

Lovie Lane, $174,500.
Architectural Expressions, garage and attic addition 

at 8 Litchfield Lane, $160,000.
C U Under Construction, addition at 1723 Georgetown 

Drive, $31,342.
Legacy Solar, LLC, roof-mounted solar array at 3008 

Timbergate Road, $33,083.
C R Solar LLC, roof-mounted solar at 302 Brookwood 

Drive, $39,558.
Dodds Company, office/manufacturing space at 1101 

Newton Drive, $656,660.
Mod 3 Architecture, 7-story multi-family building at 

303 Chalmers St., $11,730,000.
Farnsworth Group, park pavilion at 1300 N. Market St., 

$93,025.
Armstrong Builders, Inc., new single-family dwelling 

at 1510 Bluegrass Lane, $230,500.
Blue Heron Pools, new in-ground pool at 4504 Brittany 

Trail Drive, $56,200.

SAANG Inc., KoFusion restaurant with second-floor 
apartments at 30 Main St., $3,154,446.

New Prairie Construction, solar rooftop at 1609 
Sandpiper Court, $27,713.

Hallbeck Homes, Inc., new single-family dwelling at 
5010 Chestnut Grove Drive, $350,000.

JKC Real Estate, LLC, building at 604 Sedgegrass 
Drive, $145,000. 

JKC Real Estate, LLC, building at 606 Sedgegrass 
Drive, $145,000.

Hoffman Ochs, adding to existing deck at 101 
Greencroft Drive, $38,700.

KC Home Solutions, remodel for bed/bath at 1107 W. 
Church St., $55,968.

Andrew Fell Architecture & Design, showroom/
storage at 3612 Bloomington Road, $80,000.

Greg Landry, Nothing Bundt Cakes at 408 Town Center 
Boulevard, $287,618.

MAHOMET
Don Franke, single-family detached at 2014 Rylan 

Road, $190,000.
Grant Hopkins, single-family detached at 2007 Kinley 

Drive, $210,000.
Armstrong, single-family detached at 1311 Garwood 

Drive, $250,000.
Nathan &amp; Tecia Mills, inground pool at 505 Elk 

Drive, $25,000.
Unlimited Construction, single-family detached at 1701 

Littlefield Lane, $250,000.
Unlimited Construction, single-family detached at 1708 

Littlefield Lane, $270,000.
IUVO Constructum, LLC, single-family detached at 502 

Isabella Drive, $373,000.
IUVO Constructum, LLC, single-family detached at 209 

Red Bud Drive, $274,900.
IUVO Constructum, LLC, single-family detached at 418 

Red Bud Drive, $265,900.
TK Homes Inc., single-family detached at 1909 Deer 

Run Drive, $350,000.
1000 Churchill Rd LLC, new commercial at 1706 Patton 

Drive, $900,000.
RJ McNicholl, inground pool at 1503 Halo Drive, 

$85,770.
Amy Crabtree, single-family detached at 401 Tamula 

Drive, $120,000.
TK Homes Inc., single-family detached at 401 Red Bud 

Drive, $272,900.
Derek Smigelski, inground pool at 1503 Forest Ridge 

Drive, $50,000.
TK Homes Inc., single-family detached at 414 Red Bud 

Drive, $255,900
TK Homes Inc., single-family detached at 1937 Deer 

Run Drive, $374,000.
Unlimited Construction, singfle-family detached at 

1615 Oliger Drive, $310,000.
Michelle Brooks, inground pool at 515 Taylor Drive, 

$50,000.
Unlimited Construction, single-family detached at 

1604 Oliger Drive, $245,000.
Unlimited Construction, single-family detached at 1614 

Oliger Drive, $245,000.
Gary &amp; Corlyn Eden, patio at 1709 Sunny Acres 

Road, $30,000.
John Holt, single-family detached at 506 Isabella 

Drive, $233,952.
Don Franke, single-family detached at 512 Isabella 

Drive, $250,000.
Rob Lewis, patio at 1507 Forest Ridge Drive, $25,000.
Tara Hurless, car port at 102 W. Union St., $50,000.
Tara Hurless, addition at 102 W. Union St., $50,000.

RANTOUL
Buddy Bells Land Holdings, LLC, demolition at 629 W. 

Champaign Ave., $31,000.
Rantoul Foods, new industrial buildings at 205 Turner 

Drive, $6 million.
Mothership Propco GSE IL, mobile home installation at 

1205 Wedgewood Drive, $44,622.
Mothership Propco GSE IL, mobile home installation at 

1241 Wedgewood Drive, $41,565.
Buddy Bells Land Holdings, LLC, new other 

commercial building at 629 W. Champaign Ave., 
$801,500.

Topline General Construction, building permit at 1281 
Eater Drive, $28,000.

Jack Jones Contractor, building permit at 319 S. 
Garrard St., $200,000.

Jack Jones Contractor, building permit at 211 E. 
Sangamon Ave., $200,000.

SAVOY
Premier Homes, basement finish at 404 Silver Lake 

Court, $60,000.
Rector Construction, basement finish at 301 London 

Way, $30,681.
Ironwood Homes, Inc., new construction at 313 

Newhaven Lane, $230,000.

URBANA
Ohana Pools &amp; Spas, alteration at 3021 E. Stone 

Creek Boulevard, $57,000
Rector Construction, alteration at 2406 S. Stricker 

Lane, $43,812.74.
Cissell Mueller Construction, Inc., commercial 

alteration at 813 E. University Ave., $2,083,113.
C-U Under Construction Inc., additions at 403 W. 

Washington St., $118,956.
Taylor Construction and Design, LLC, new home at 

1705 E. Vernon Drive, $155,000.
Petry-Kuhne Co., commercial aleration at 701 W. 

Church St., $142,161.
Ohana Pools & Spas, renovation at 3021 E. Stone 

Creek Boulevard, $57,000.
Erich Smith, additions at 803 W. Main St., $30,000.

BANKRUPTCIES
All bankruptcy information is retrieved from the 
Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts Pacer 
Service Center website, pacer.gov. Information is 
provided to Pacer by the Illinois Central Bankruptcy 
Court. Central Illinois Business magazine cannot be 
held responsible for mistakes in the data provided  
by Pacer. 

Following are those who filed for bankruptcy in the 
central district of Illinois from May 15 to July 14, 2020. 
The central district offices are located in Danville, 
Peoria and Springfield. 

Due to space limitations, this issue does not include 
the complete list of those who filed for bankruptcy. 
For a complete list, go to centralillinoisbusiness.com

CHAPTER 7
Al-Nurridin, Khadijah D., 845 South Stone, Decatur
Alexander, Cassie C., 320 E. Washington Street, 

Pontiac
Alexander, Jonathan R., 320 E. Washington Street, 

Pontiac
Allen, James Ace, 625 E. Thompson Ave., Hoopeston
Altman, Terry Robert, 582 Meadows Rd S, 

Bourbonnais
Ames, Aaron Daniel, 802 E. Colorado, Ave. A, Urbana
Ames, Jenna Meeks, 802 E. Colorado, Ave. A, Urbana
Anders, Heather Renee, 3420 Moorgate Dr., 

Springfield
Anders, Jamie L., 3420 Moorgate Dr., Springfield
Anderson, Loretta Diane, PO Box 21213, Springfield
Anderson, Raynelle S., 3707 Colleen Drive #106, 

Champaign
Arnold, Gary L., 3390 Forest Parkway, Decatur
Ayers, Nicole R., PO Box 72, Taylorville
Ayers, Steven L. L., PO Box 72, Taylorville
Baker, Andrew , 1470 S 5th Ave, Kankakee
Baker, Cayla Kay, 5546 North Co Rd 2200E, Westfield
Baker, Cherrie Lee, 157 Daddono Circle, Bloomington
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Baker, Donna Leeanne, 1141 Elm St., Jacksonville
Barnes, Lisa Jill, 411 South Main Street, Kankakee
Barnett, Gloria , 320 Dona St., Eagerville
Barnhill, Steven Benjamin Keith, 1316 S. 2nd Street, 

Mattoon
Barnhill, Tosha Marie, 1316 S. 2nd Street, Mattoon
Bass, Sharon R., 2423 Taylor Ave, Springfield
Beechler, Tammy L., 200 Rice St., Gillespie
Beland, Bailey P., 124 S. Market St., Apt. B, Paxton
Beltz, Nicholas , 125 S Glenwood, Springfield
Bennett, Colleen Mary, 17 Sugar Court, Manteno
Bentley, Jeffrey J, PO Box 3512, Champaign
Berger, John A, 304 E. Fremont Street, Towanda
Berger, Judith A., 304 E. Fremont Street, Towanda
Bermingham, Thomas L., 201 South Elm Apt. 4, 

Champaign
Black, Mary T., 2034 E Clear Lake Ave, Springfield
Bleyle, Lauren Rachel, 272 South Cleveland Avenue, 

Bradley
Bleyle, Lauren Rachel, 272 South Cleveland Avenue, 

Bradley
Bleyle, Stephen Andrew, 272 South Cleveland Avenue, 

Bradley
Board, Toni Marie, 706 E Blackburn St, Paris
Bond, Jonas Junior, 1704 N. Oakcrest Avenue, Decatur
Bond, Shamara L., 1776 E. Division, Decatur
Borodach, Craig Robert, 16474 E. 700th Ave., Paris
Borodach, Margaret Irene, 16474 E. 700th Ave., Paris
Briney, Deanna , 14172 Illinois Route 100, Browning
Britton, Colisha , 360 South Chicago Ave, Kankakee
Brown-Warren, Tina Lyn, 1202 Wesley Ave, Savoy
Brown, Brenda K, PO Box 207, Dalton City
Brunner, Abby Mae, 1912 S. State St., Springfield
Bryant, Susan C., 308 Old Tipton School Rd, Sherman
Bryant,, Robert H., 308 Old Tipton School Rd, Sherman
Buente, Heather Lee, 12125 West State Route 115, 

Herscher
Burrell, Hazel Jean, 209 East Lewis, Palmyra
Burrell, Keith Wayne, 209 East Lewis, Palmyra
Burt, Troy Austin, 360 N Fairmont ave, Kankakee
Butler, Percy D., 106 S Glenwood Ave, Springfield
Calver, Kenneth Charles, 408 Gambel St., Normal
Campbell, Marcus Lee, 1415 Eastview Ave. Apt. 300, 

Danville
Canfield, Amanda Rae, 1107 Coronado W., Jacksonville
Carmean, Rodger W., 834 Pittenger Rd., Winchester
Carrasco, Susan M., 208 W. James Street, Dwight
Cason, Gary Robert, PO Box 321, Pana
Cason, Patricia Jeanne, PO Box 321, Pana
Catarinicchia, Mario B., 16047 Red Bud Ln, Athens
Chaney, April L., 404 East Iowa St. Apt. A, Urbana
Cherry, Anthony D., 2375 N. Longwood Drive, Decatur
Cherry, Cynthia A., 2375 N. Longwood Drive, Decatur
Clark, Josephine , 1012 Glenwood Dr., Danville
Clark, Rotissa L., 824 E. Prairie Street, Decatur
Clendenny, Cody L., 13192 County Highway 7, Nebo
Coddens, William M, 10 Saint Pauls Dr, Bourbonnais
Collins, Derrick L., 800 S. Mattis Ave., Apt. D3, 

Champaign
Collins, Samantha A., 800 S. Mattis Ave., Apt. D3, 

Champaign
Colston, Caroline K., 109 E. Mississippi St., Barry
Conlee, Michael L., 710 S. Grant Street, Litchfield
Conn, Courtney L, 414 S Charles St, Ashland
Coon, Lacey J., 223 N Jefferson st., Westville
Coon, William D., 223 N Jefferson st., Westville
Cooper, April Henrietta, 107 W Market St, Manito
Copley, Carson T, 3585 E 1550 North Rd, Danvers
Copley, Katherine E, 3585 E 1550 North Rd, Danvers
Cotty, Keith M, 200 N. Glenn Ave, Milford
Crowder, Kevin Dale, 629 Commercial St., Danville
Dalton, Stacie L, 914 3rd St., Normal
Deal, Tracy L., 126 Glasgow, Springfield
Deaton, Melissa R., 3940 E. Camelot Circle. Apt. 108, 

Decatur
Deming, Amy L., 1225 Ohio St, Quincy
Detherage, Jennifer Marie, 202 Sedentop St., 

Farmersville

Diaz, Diana , 633 Bryan Ave, Danville
Diaz, Joseph W., 633 Bryan Ave, Danville
Dimitri, Daniel , 608 N. James St., Champaign
Ditchen, Sandra Jean, 1402 E College Ave, Normal
Dixon, Elisabeth M., 900 W. Columbia, Apt A, Litchfield
Downey, Heather Michelle, 715 A Golfcrest Rd. #5, 

Normal
Dukeman, Amanda Kay, 990 11th St, Charleston
Dukeman, Christopher Michael, 990 11th St, 

Charleston
Easton, Evelyn J., 609 W. Oakland, Bloomington
Eden, Lorna Kay, 511 S. Vermillion St., Pontiac
Ellis, Debra J., 2322 Yorkshire Drive, Decatur
Evans, Crystal , 43 Reeder, Decatur
Evetts, Michael G, 520 East Lincoln Avenue, Watseka
Evetts, Tabitha A, 520 East Lincoln Avenue, Watseka
Fawcett, Michael John, 2133 W. Forest, Decatur
Ferguson, Kendall Eric, 9536 N. 1900 East Road, 

Bloomington
Fields, Albert J, 779 Greenwood Ave, Kankakee
Fisher, Christopher Paul, 405 E. Jackson, Bloomington
Fisher, Olympia E., 3137 E. Harrison, Decatur
Ford, Brian Joseph, 1902 Alder Lane, Champaign
Ford, Kenya A, 800 S. Durkin Dr. Apt. 415, Springfield
Fruhling, Colby D, 442 E. West St., Georgetown
Gannaway, Jessica Lynn, 964 County Road 3000 N., 

Dewey
Garcia, Angela Socorro, 228 Bernard St, Apt 1F, 

Bourbonnais
Garrett-Sedlock, Sarah , 510 S May Ave, Kankakee
Gause, Shawanda A., 1158 W. Green, Decatur
Geyer, Nicole Renee, 57 George St., Camargo
Gharst, Kaley , 1934 N Summit Ave, Decatur
Gibbs, Mary , 1227 S. 3rd Ave., Kankakee
Gibbs, Michael G., 1227 S. 3rd Ave., Kankakee
Gibson, Debra L., 2919 Piper Rd, Springfield
Gibson, Morgan N., 110 Masters Dr., Bloomington
Gibson, Richard L., 2919 Piper Rd, Springfield
Giles, Amanda K., 4181 E. Park Lane, Decatur
Glidden, Toni , 14170 Ponderosa Ct, Clinton
Gonzalez, Juan , 1832 Fairway Ct., Kankakee
Goodman, Todd E, 1215 E. Roosevelt Avenue, 

Bloomington
Goodwin, Jessica L., 485 Shoreline Drive, Decatur
Goodwin, Mark Steven, 2027 Macon, Mahomet
Grant, Ulysses Sherman, 11094 E 2630 S Rd, Pembroke 

Township
Green, Linda Sue, 927 N. Logan, Lincoln
Green, Rebecca Jane, 640 Washington Ave, 

Bourbonnais
Grimes, Victoria E., PO Box 173, Fithian
Groeneveld, Charlotte Jane, 425 Briarcliff Lane, Apt. #, 

Bourbonnais
Gubitz, Chad W., 2614 Crooked Creek Rd., Bloomington
Hagan, Jazzmine M, 1747 W Hunt, Decatur
Hansen, Elizabeth M., 423 E. 10th St., Gibson City
Hansen, Timothy S., 423 E. 10th St., Gibson City
Hanson, Rick James, 1560 Caddie Dr, Bourbonnais
Harlin, James Cordell, 1329 County Road 1425 E, 

Sullivan
Harris, Chad William, 4232 E. Maynor St., Decatur
Harris, LaDonna Louise, 3325 Gaines Mill Rd, 

Springfield
Harris, Taylor Shavona, 359 N Harrison, Kankakee
Harsell, Jeffrey R, 4703 Rosedale Ct., Quincy
Harsell, Sarah C, 4703 Rosedale Ct., Quincy
Harvell, Larry , 3500 Saint Annes Dr., Springfield
Hatchel, James E, 79 The Oaks, Tolono
Hatchel, James E, 79 The Oaks, Tolono
Hauert, Tracy D., 108 W. Chippewa Street, Dwight
Hawkins, Dawn F., 514 Prairie Meadows Drive, 

Heyworth
Hawkins, Michael J., 514 Prairie Meadows Drive, 

Heyworth
Hearing at Home, Inc., , 3912 Lincoln Trail, Taylorville
Heddins, William Lynn, 914 Front St, Gays
Helton, Rhonda Sue, 213 Keokuk St., Lincoln
Henderson, Cornicha Rochelle, 1613 W. Union, 

Champaign
Hentz, Teresa L., 2020 N. Summit Avenue, Decatur
Hill, Anthony , 115 South Sheldon, Arcola
Hill, Jason Russell, 701 North Amos, Springfield
Hodges, Michael J, 32 Harmony Dr, Jacksonville
Hodges, Tosha N, 1105 E Morton Ave, Jacksonville
Hoechbauer, Tyler Daniel, PO Box 464, Chatsworth
Holaric, Teresa Lynn, 6 Zephyr Drive, Bloomington
Hopping, Diana K., 1706 Wilson Road, Urbana
Hoskins, Laura Anne, 1618 West Jefferson St. Lot 42, 

Springfield
Houseweart, Cody Bryan, 360 Mortimer Street, Barry
Israel, Yemima J., 708 W. Washington St., Springfield
Jackson, Dustin W., 3042 Twin Lakes Dr., Springfield
Jackson, Tatyana L, 1460 East Maple Street, Kankakee
Javaux, Sarah Jane, 409 E. Clay, Roodhouse
Johnson, Charles A., 1105 Valley View Circle, 

Bloomington
Johnson, Iyonzi , 1728 E. William, Decatur
Johnson, Miketha C., 1728 E. William, Decatur
Johnson, Monique D., 1105 Valley View Circle, 

Bloomington
Jones, Diamond J., 1713 Seven Pines Rd. Apt. 8, 

Springfield
Jones, Marcus L., 1713 Seven Pines Rd. Apt. 8, 

Springfield
Jung, Trenda G., 3717 Queen Anne Ave, Quincy
Kahler, Gary L., P.O. Box 2853, Decatur
Kahler, Marie A., P.O. Box 2853, Decatur
Karim, Abdul , 302 Kerr Ave., Urbana
Kay, Ashley Dawn, 2268 E. 1900 N. Rd., Findlay
Kendall, Emily Leanne, 4084 S. Primrose Lane, 

Riverton
Kennedy, Reygan Nakia, 897 Gramercy Turn, Apt. 9, 

Bourbonnais
Kindred, Kevin Richard, 133 S. 2nd St., Pawnee
King, Cynthia A, 1232 Horne St, Quincy
Kirby, Timothy Lee, 710 East Market Street, 

Bloomington
Klughart, Charles Edward, 2154 S. 11th St., Springfield
Knight, Kenneth Dale, 3 Woodmere Dr., Paris
Knight, Sandra Kathleen, 3 Woodmere Dr., Paris
Kroes, Stephanie Anne, 3728 Summer Sage Ct., 

Champaign
Lane, Brittany Marie, 165 West Jackson, Cullom
Lane, Dennis W., 3155 Beth Blvd. #20, Decatur
Lang, Fonda Rayne, 201 North Tomagene Drive, 

Bourbonnais
Lange, Chad , 623 E Empire, Bloomington
Lanman, Paul Jay, PO Box 1492, Mattoon
Lanman, Tiffany Leigh, PO Box 1492, Mattoon
Leal, Jessica , 340 N. 17th Street, Decatur
Lewis, Michelle Lee, 2506 N. 15th St., Springfield
Lind, Laura , 2149 Y Ave., Slater
Lind, Russell , 2149 Y Ave., Slater
Lopez, Ashley M., 5733 Aspen Drive, Saint Anne
Lowe, Betty J., 2409 Stokebridge Rd., Springfield
Lowe, Jerry T., 2409 Stokebridge Rd., Springfield
Lumpkins, Ernest , 69 N. State Rt. 1, Saint Anne
Lunsford, Thomas , 315 E. Ash Street, Watseka
Lurry, Shayla N., 1005 Saint Andrews Circle, Rantoul
Lynch, Erika Marie, 2059 Hill Meadows Dr. Apt. 2, 

Springfield
M&M Home Exteriors, , 30919 N. 1900 E. Rd., Odell
Mabon, Toni S., 1506 E. Vanderhoof, Decatur
Manley, Cathy Linn, 36 Valley View, Taylorville
Manley, Clarence Eugene, 36 Valley View, Taylorville
Marsh, Caesarei , 1222 Seminary, Bloomington
Martinez-Gonzalez, Abraham , 327 Mclean St., 

Mahomet
Massey, Allen Steven, 1050 N. Summit Ave., Decatur

Visit centralillinoisbusiness.com 
for complete Chapter 7 and 13 
bankruptcy listings.
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Keeping the workplace working is a big job that
requires doing more with less every day. Rogards is
your local connection to do more, smarter, with less
resources. No other supplier will go to the lengths we
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When you need a business banking 
partner who can help you navigate the 
tough times, First Mid will be there!

Count on our team to provide  
personal attention for:

• Cash Flow Solutions
• Traditional Financing and Lines of Credit
• SBA Financing

www.firstmid.com

Look for us in these area communities:
CHAMPAIGN 398-0067  |  URBANA 367-8451  |  SAVOY 351-3526   

MAHOMET 318-3750  |  RANTOUL 893-8100

Darlene Johnson
Vice President

Treasury Management

114 W. Church Street • Champaign
217-373-8136

djohnson@firstmid.com

Kyle McFarland
Commercial Lending

114 W. Church Street • Champaign
217-398-0067

kmcfarland@firstmid.com
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