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Colors  
of fall 
Eye-catching facelift 
both inside and out  
at Arthur mansion 

Neighborhood charm 
Couple’s rebuild the perfect fit  
for Champaign’s Clark Park 

Horses, of course 
Our Barn Yarn series takes us  
to a ranch in Champaign County

Belly up 
From apples to pumpkin spice, 
bartenders get us in the mood
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TOP LAWYERS
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA AREA
BASED UPON A SURVEY OF THEIR PEERS
These LEADING LAWYERS have been recommended by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois.
Delmar K. Banner Banner Ford LLP Champaign 217.353.4900 Ag; Close/Private Held; Real Estate: Comm; Real Estate: Finance; Trust/Will/Estate
Chad S. Beckett Beckett Law Office PC Urbana 217.328.0263 Class Act/Mass Tort Pltf; Close/Private Held; Real Estate: Comm; Trust/Will/Estate
Jeffrey I. Cisco Cisco Law PC Champaign 217.991.0409 Crim Def: DUI; Crim Def: Felon/Misd; Nursing Home Neg; PI: General; Worker Comp
John L. Barger Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 Ag; Gov/Muni/Lobby; Real Estate: Comm; RE: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate
Robert G. Grierson Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 Ag; Banking; Close/Private Held Business; RE: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate
R. Sean Hocking Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 Personal Injury Defense: General; Products Liability Defense 
J. Patrick Lee Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 Crim Defense: DUI; Crim Defense: Felonies & Misd; Family; PI Defense: General
Gregory C. Ray Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 PI Defense: General; Workers’ Compensation Defense 
John F. Watson Craig & Craig LLC Mattoon 217.234.6481 Ins/Insurance Cov/Reinsurance; Med-Mal Def; PI Defense: General
Bruce L. Bonds Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Employment: Management; PI Defense: General; Workers’ Compensation Def
John D. Flodstrom Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Workers’ Compensation Defense
Keith E. Fruehling Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Employ: Mgmt; Med-Mal Def; PI Def: General; Prod Liab Def; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Joseph K. Guyette Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 PI Defense: General; Prof’l Malpractice Defens; Workers’ Compensation Defense 
Renee L. Monfort Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Health; Med-Mal Defense
Michael E. Raub Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Med-Mal Def; PI Defense: General; Products Liability Def; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Brian M. Smith Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Civil Rights/Constitutional; Commercial Litigation; Employment: Management
Toney J. Tomaso Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Workers’ Compensation Defense 
Kenneth R. Torricelli Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 ADR: Personal Injury
Daniel P. Wurl Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Commercial Litigation; Ins/Insurance Cov/Reinsurance; Med-Mal Def 
James D. Cottrell James D. Cottrell Law Office PC Champaign 217.693.4905 Agriculture; Land Use, Zoning & Condemnation; Real Estate: Commercial
Larry A. Apfelbaum Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Workers’ Compensation 
Todd A. Bresney Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1520 Personal Injury: General
Charles N. Edmiston II Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Workers’ Compensation 
William J. Harrington Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Personal Injury: General
Kathy A. Olivero Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Workers’ Compensation 
John J. Waldman Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Workers’ Compensation 
Richard P. Klaus Klaus LeFebvre & Wince LLP Champaign 217.337.4700 Civil Appellate; Commercial Litigation; Personal Injury Defense: General
Ryan R. Bradley Koester & Bradley LLP Champaign 217.267.1031 Personal Injury: General; PI Plaintiff’s: Product Liability
Thomas F. Koester Koester & Bradley LLP Champaign 217.337.1400 Class Act/Mass Tort Pltf; Crim Def: Felon/Misd; PI: General; PI: Prof’l Malpractice
Thomas B. Borton LivingstonBarger Champaign 217.351.7479 Med-Mal Def; Prof’l Malpractice Defens
Patricia L. Gifford Malman Law Champaign 312.629.0099 Nursing Home Negligence; Personal Injury: General
David M. Moss Moss & Moss PC Clinton 217.935.8341 Workers’ Compensation 
Nicholas M. Schiro Schiro & Themer Danville 217.443.1721 Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation 
Daniel C. Jones Tapella & Eberspacher LLC Charleston 217.639.7800 Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation 
K. Lindsay Rakers Tapella & Eberspacher LLC Charleston 217.639.7800 Personal Injury: General; PI: Professional Malpractice; PI Plaintiff’s: Product Liability
William R. Tapella II Tapella & Eberspacher LLC Charleston 217.639.7800 Personal Injury: General; PI: Professional Malpractice
William A. Peithmann The Peithmann Law Office Mahomet 217.586.6102 Ag; Real Estate: Comm; Real Estate: Residential; Tax: Individual; Trust/Will/Estate
Denise Knipp Bates Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Elder; Real Estate: Residential
William J. Brinkmann Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Ins/Insurance Cov/Reinsurance; Med-Mal Def; PI Def: General; Product Liab Def 
James D. Green Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Ins/Insurance Cov/Reinsurance; PI Defense: General
Richard R. Harden Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Med-Mal Def; PI Defense: General
Kenneth D. Reifsteck Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Civil Appellate; Workers’ Compensation Defense 
John M. Sturmanis Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Workers’ Compensation Defense 
Lott H. Thomas Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Trust/Will/Estate
Bruce E. Warren Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Workers’ Compensation Defense 
John T. Wozniak Wozniak & Associates Urbana 217.367.1647 Trust/Will/Estate

A lawyer CANNOT buy the distinction of Leading or Emerging Lawyer. The distinction was earned by being among those lawyers most often 
recommended by their peers. For a full description of our research process, a complete list of all Leading or Emerging Lawyers, and to view profiles 
of the lawyers listed on this page, go to 

www.LeadingLawyers.com
A Division of Law Bulletin Media – est. 1854

These EMERGING LAWYERS have been identified by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois who are age 40 or younger OR 
who have been admitted to the practice of law for 10 or fewer years.
Angelica W. Wawrzynek Armstrong Grove & Wawrzynek LLC Mattoon 217.234.7123 Closely & Privately Held Business; Trust/Will/Estate
Tyler J. Pratt Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC Champaign 217.344.0060 Med-Mal Def; PI Defense: General; Prof’l Malpractice Def; Transportation Def
Gina Couri-Cyphers Kanoski Bresney Champaign 217.356.1570 Personal Injury: General
Joseph R. Wetzel LivingstonBarger Champaign 217.351.7479 Commercial Litigation; Personal Injury Defense: General
Rowan E. Themer Schiro & Themer Champaign 217.607.0750 Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation 
Seth D. Baker Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Personal Injury Defense: General; Workers’ Compensation Defense 
Justin N. Brunner Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Gov/Muni/Lobby/Admin; Med-Mal Def; PI Def: General; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Eric S. Chovanec Thomas Mamer LLP Champaign 217.351.1500 Employment: Management; Labor: Management; Workers’ Compensation Def
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The family room at the home of Deena Rymhs in Champaign.

September · October 2021
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Find more photos and feature content at news-gazette.com

6 Bright of fancy
Light pours into the home of Mike and 
Stephanie Martin — a tear-down/new-
construction near Champaign’s Clark Park.

13 Ask Karen
Champaign designer Karen Devine  
takes questions each issue.  
Today: Any tips for hanging art?

14 Barn Yarn
It was the barn that drew Julia Rietz  
to spring for the horse-heavy retreat  
she shares with her husband Allen.

Among the projects at Sue 
Falk’s Arthur home was a 
new, inviting patio. 
Photo by Robin Scholz.

On our cover

Contents
18 Furnishings aplenty
Sue Falk didn’t want a big home, but her 
English Tudor in Arthur offers space galore  
to display all the furniture she’s collected.

24 A toast to fall
From apple cider to pumpkin spice to corn 
on the cob (seriously), a pair of bartenders 
provides tips for a fall-style happy hour.

26 Modern family 
A trip inside the modern scandi house  
of Deena Rymhs, who is embracing  
the home’s 1980s architecture.
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Benjamin Franklin said “if you want something 
done, ask a busy person.”

That’s exactly what we did for this edition, 
asking several busy folks to make time in their 
full schedules to share a tour with us. They 
opened their doors and welcomed us with open 

arms.

Speaking of busy go-getters, 
we are so excited to welcome 
contributor Alexis Castillo. 
Alexis is a grad student who is 
also an online tutor who works 
part-time at Montessori School 
of CU.

When asked about her own 
style, Alexis said: “My style 
is a combination of Art Deco, 
Hollywood Regency and 
bookworm!”

In her free time, she enjoys 
reading, art, music, planting 
and spending time with her 
family and “fur daughter” Lola.

Design bigwigs (like our “Ask The Expert” Karen Devine) would 
tell you that a great space isn’t just about how it looks, but 
how it feels. I couldn’t agree more. We might not all be able 
to recognize the design elements that go into a space but we 
certainly know when it feels right.

Each of our features has its own ambiance, its own feel, a 
reflection of the people who call these very different spaces 
home.

With the arrival of fall, we are all looking for that space to curl 
up and enjoy a book, a coffee or a home magazine. How about a 
cocktail (flip to our fall cocktail recipes)?

I hope this issue finds you in your own cozy space feeling the 
comforts of home, your soft spot to fall.

— Kerry Rossow

Welcome to fall, y’allAt Home in Central Illinois  
won first place in 2020  
for best niche publication, 
and second place for special 
sections in the Illinois Press 
Association’s Newspapers in 
Excellence Contests.
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A piece of artwork sits 
belowa window in the 

Martins’ living room.



S tephanie and Mike Martin’s 
home is an understated, yet 
refined and playful treasure 
tucked away in Champaign’s 
Clark Park community.

A design that’s simply 

delightful
Story  Alexis Castillo
Photos  Robin Scholz

The Martins have tastefully 
built and decorated a “new-
traditional cottage” style 
house in a neighborhood that 
is over a century old. The 
pair combined their personal 
architectural and decorative 
preferences of clean lines and 
pops of color with traditional 
features and cottage charm 

— thus maintaining the 
integrity of an established 
neighborhood.

Beyond the stunning round top 
nine light porthole entry door, 
the noticeable continuity of 
lines as shown by the window 
design and coffered ceilings 
create intentional, soothing 
symmetry. The skilled use of 
natural light, reflective light 
and lighting fixtures can be 

7

Windows large and small make for a bright living room in the Windows large and small make for a bright living room in the 
Clark Park home of Mike and Stephanie Martin in Champaign.Clark Park home of Mike and Stephanie Martin in Champaign.
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217-552-3008

First come, first served

appreciated independently and collectively, and 
create what Stephanie refers to as “game-
changing, cheerful light.”

Natural elements and energizing bursts of color 
fill each room in subtle and stunning ways. 
Vibrant paintings of flowers and contemporary 
displays are meticulously scattered among the 
house. That arouses warmth and joy in a space 
that is simple yet elegantly pronounced as the 
clean lines and white walls are made crisper 
and brighter contrasted with black details.

The distinct paint color choices of white walls 
and oversized black windows create depth and 
make even the unadorned walls eye-catching.

There are personal touches behind most of 
the architectural and decorative choices that 
Stephanie and Mike made, the creation of the 
house was a collaborative effort.

As Stephanie puts it, “Mike gives us the 
amazing bones of the house to work with and 
we add color and joy.”

Across all the rooms in the house are fun and 
meaningful details. The couple knows most 
of the artists of the paintings that hang on 
the walls, which adds affection to already 

Coffered ceilings provide a playful contrast in the Martins’ bedroom.
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The Martins’ 
round top  
nine light 
porthole entry 
door has been 
painted black.
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Reflected in a mirror,  
Mike Martin holds Mini 

and Stephanie Martin 
holds Gus in the back 
hallway that was built 

for the dogs and features 
floor-to-ceiling windows.

11



cheerful and inviting pieces. Lois Moore at 
PeriwinklesDesign.com, the Martins’ friend 
and longtime business collaborator and 
designer, has inspired the vivid use of color 
through art, accent pieces and organic 
matter.

Two little pups — Mini and Gus — enjoy 
a lengthy, spacious hallway that was 
designed just for them. The family said 
they chose floor-to-ceiling windows so they 
could sunbathe and fulfill their roles of 
guard dogs — they have yet to take a day 
off.

A bubbly display, which was found while 
attending a trade show, ornaments the 
space above the showstopping clawfoot 
tub. It helps that Stephanie and Mike have 
had the opportunity to attend trade shows 
available to builders which feature the 
latest innovative lighting.

Stephanie finds delight in attending these trade shows and 
expresses, “I love it when we can find unique lighting with 
personality.”

This much is clear: The love and joy that radiates from 
Stephanie and Mike echoes throughout their beautiful home.

Pops of color are 
spotlighted amid 
the white walls 
and cabinetry 
in the Martins’ 
kitchen and 
dining room.⅌
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PHOTO Kerry Rossow

K aren Devine, owner of Devine Designs 
and a member of Central Illinois Business 
magazine’s Class of 2011 Forty Under 
40, answers reader questions each issue. 
Submit them at karendevine@yahoo.com.

Q: Help! I have inherited and thrifted a lot of beautiful art 
but I don’t know how to hang it. Can you give me direction?

Ask theexpert
A:  Well, you are in luck!

Few things affect me more than seeing art incorrectly placed 
in a room. It’s a visceral reaction. I simply want to fix it.

The scale and proportion of the space is just “off” when the 
art is not installed correctly.

Although not everything in interior design has a formula you 
can follow, there are a few “rules” for installing art.

Art should be placed at eye level. The center of a single 
piece of art should typically be placed at approximately 60 
inches from the floor.

With a collage of art, the same applies. You want to create 
your collage and then find the center. The center of the 
collage should be at eye level. Then, the other pictures will 
be hung around it based on the initial plan.

When installing art above a piece of furniture such as a 
sofa or over a fireplace mantle, placing it approximately 4-6 
inches above is appropriate. Art should be approximately 
2/3 the width of the piece below it.

Art should also be able to “breathe”. When placing art on 
a wall, you typically want it to take up 60-75% of the wall 
space. ⅌
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A broken, rusty bit hangs 
on the fence of the pasture 
at Julia Rietz’s horse farm, 
where she likes to relax 
with her animals, among 
them her dog Del.

14



A 2007 trip to a dude 
ranch in the Great Smoky 
Mountains rekindled 
her love of horses and 
horseback riding. Not long 
after she returned, Rietz 
purchased a backyard 
pony from a friend and 
was well on her way to her 
peaceful oasis and equine 
community.

Rietz and her husband, 
Allen, moved from 
Champaign to the country 
drawn not by a house, 
but by an impressive and 
pristine barn that would 
become home to their four 
horses — and plenty of 
company.

“I like to share them with 
people,” Rietz said. “One of 
my favorite things is to have 
friends and their kids come 
over and ride my horses.”

Back at the 

RANCH
BARN YARN Have a barn to brag about? To take part in our Barn Yarn series,  

reach out to N-G Vice President/News Jim Rossow at jrossow@news-gazette.com.

Story  Alexis Castillo
Photos  Robin Scholz

A childhood love for horses has come full 
circle for Julia Rietz.

Julia Rietz  leans on Winnie as she reaches to pet Leo inside her horse barn on her rural Champaign County property.
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Currently, one of Rietz’s horses 
is on loan to a local therapy 
barn in Pesotum.

Although laborious, with the 
help of her husband and the 
support of the local equine 
community, this rural space 
has become Rietz’s retreat 
from her day job as Champaign 
County State’s Attorney. She 
feels fortunate to have the 
resources of the University of 
Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine nearby as they are 
available to make farm calls, 
at times helping avoid the 
rigamarole of taking horses in.

Rietz feels lucky to have found 
a place that offers such a 
serene landscape while also 
being within close proximity to 
work and town.

“One of the most beautiful 
things to me is when I open 
the gate to the pasture and 
my horses come out and 
gallop around the field and 
then they go and visit with the 
neighbors’ horses, and they all 
stop and graze,” she said. “It’s 
incredibly peaceful.”

With the 
horse barn 
in the 
background, 
Leo grazes in 
the pasture.

⅌
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From left, Leo, Winnie and Willie look out over their stall doors.
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COVER STORY

The formal 
living room 
of Sue Falk’s 
English Tudor 
in downtown 
Arthur 
highlights 
some of the 
furniture 
she’s acquired 
through the 
years.
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AS GOLD
GOODS

Story  Carolyn Maille-Petersen
Photos  Robin Scholz

W hen Sue Falk bought her English Tudor-style 
home in Arthur, it was more space than she 
originally thought she wanted. However, 

when she realized it would fit the furniture she had 
accumulated over the years, she took the plunge, bought 
it, and never looked back.

Sue, a Realtor, grew up in nearby Atwood, later moving to 
Decatur before beginning a career that took her all over 
the southern and eastern United States.  She eventually 
settled in Michigan, but was drawn back to Arthur by her 
daughter, Ginger, who lives and works there.

Her original intent was to continue living in Michigan 
while also purchasing a small home in Arthur, but fate 
had other plans. She looked for a couple years, never 
giving a thought to the large English Tudor that had been 

19
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on the market for over a year, but after coming up empty-handed 
in her search, she finally decided to give it a chance.

Built in 1974 for Dr. David and Marilu Platzbecker, the 
5,000-square-foot home, not including the basement and the four-
car garage, stayed in the family until 2011 when Sue bought it. 
“The house had such good construction,” she says. “It was built 
by Les Kauffman, who was known to build fine homes. It was just 
that the interior and exterior needed a facelift.

“It had all those beautiful characteristics that English Tudors had,” 
says Sue, but it was also very dark, with a lot of paneling and 
beamed ceilings, and the patio out back had been compromised 
by the roots of one of the large trees in the backyard. So, while 
still living in Michigan, she began a six-month renovation project.

“The first floor received a full facelift,” she says. “I did not, 
however, knock out any walls because at the place I am in my 
life, I don’t feel that is the only way to refresh a home. My style 
is that each room has a function. I liked the distinction between 
the rooms, and I felt like I did not need to knock down the walls 
because the rooms were so large.”

The kitchen received a complete overhaul, with a fresh layout and 
new cabinetry. Sue, who loves to entertain, wanted a kitchen that 
flowed better, so she changed the configuration to give it a more 
open feel, added a large island with seating, and lightened it up 
by choosing white cabinetry to replace the previous dark wood 
cabinets.

In the utility room next door, she created a beverage and catering 
center with a wet bar. If she’s entertaining and uses a caterer, 
this is the area where all the catering supplies land. If she’s the 
one doing the cooking, it becomes the spot for beverages and 
desserts.

When she was overhauling the kitchen, she told her designer she 
wanted a kitchen that would “invite her in.” This included a buffet 
counter since she entertains frequently, and an easily accessible 
place to store her china, crystal, silver and linens because she 

Sue Falk’s updated kitchen includes a large island and new cabinets.
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uses them regularly — not just for special 
occasions. “I do use my things,” says Sue. “I 
don’t have things just for show.”

A consummate hostess, she has five drawers 
just for her linens and placemats, and she enjoys 
setting a beautiful table to entertain friends and 
family, indoors and out.

Next door in the family room, she wanted to 
lighten up what had been a dark room. She kept 
the original stone fireplace, but had the paneling, 
decorative ceiling beams and wet bar removed. 
She painted the walls a very pale green because 
she felt like it brought the outdoors inside, 
especially when she pulls open the shades in the 
bay window that overlooks the patio.

Although she had most of the flooring and 
paneling and all of the beamed ceilings removed, 
she kept many of the original features on the 
main floor, including the marble and burled 
walnut fireplace in the formal living room, the 
Waterford crystal chandelier in the formal dining 
room, and the dark wood parquet flooring in her 
office, which she calls “a piece of art” because it 
not only covers the floor but also extends up one 
wall all the way to the ceiling.  Another feature 
that drew her to the home is the original leaded-
glass windows which provide an abundance of 

 1040 W. Bloomington Rd.  Champaign IL 61821

Come shop Champaign's 
largest liquidator!

ABOVE: A fireplace in 
the formal living room.

TOP RIGHT: Even 
the landscaping was 

overhauled.

NEAR RIGHT: Pops of 
whimsy on the sideboard 

in the dining room.
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natural light on both the front and back of the house.  Sue is 
particularly fond of the leaded-glass bay windows in her formal 
dining room and living room, and you will often find her sitting in 
one of them while making phone calls.

The master bedroom is also on the main floor, and though she 
didn’t change the footprint, she did renovate the bathroom and 
have custom closets installed.  The closets in particular are 
unique because of the bank of specially crafted doors she had 
installed on both sides.  They are modeled — on a much smaller 
scale — after the closets in the dressing room at Fair Lane, the 
estate of Henry and Clara Ford in Dearborn, Mich. The doors are 
open air, with thick, cross-hatch wire inserts surrounded by dark 
wood frames. The look is striking, and allows Sue to easily find 
what she is looking for without having to open every door.

On the second floor, where the four guest bedrooms are 
located, the changes were mostly cosmetic, Sue said. She laid 
new carpet and had everything freshly painted or wallpapered, 
but she kept many of the features of the two upstairs 
bathrooms, including the dark wood paneled bathroom cabinets 
and gold fixtures in what she refers to as the “boys” bathroom, 
and a whimsical decorative green and pink painted metal floral 
trellis in the “girls” bathroom.

Once renovations were complete, she moved in the furnishings 
that fit the home, all of which had been stored in Michigan. 
“Every piece of my furniture was 25 years old, and it worked ... 
because of the age of this house.” However, she doesn’t think 
it would have worked as well if she had removed the walls to 
create an open-concept floor plan. “It wouldn’t have been as 
functionalized,” she says. “My furniture is meant to be in a 
specific room.”

Though her furniture has a more formal, classic look, she has 
touches of whimsy throughout the house, in the decorative 
artwork she has hanging on the walls and displayed on her 
shelves and countertops, and in the way she displays her jewelry.

In her family room, she has framed watercolor paintings of 
her favorite vacation spots. She bought them from a street 
artist while visiting Italy, and every time she looks at them, 
she is reminded of her time there with friends. In her bedroom, 
she has a large sterling silver punch bowl that she uses to 
showcase her many bracelets. They are hung all around the rim, 
with those that don’t fit nesting in the bowl itself. She also has 
a collection of MacKenzie-Childs Courtly Check decorative items 
scattered throughout her kitchen and wet bar area.

The Great Outdoors
The outside of the house also needed some TLC, including 
replacing the aging cedar shake shingles, repairing and painting 
the stucco and trim, more formally known as “timber,” removing 
the fractured patio, and refreshing the landscaping.

The cost to replace shake shingles was prohibitive, says Sue, 
so she opted for an asphalt roof instead. She also had the 
house painted in traditional English Tudor colors of cream and 
brown, with a slight twist: she chose a lighter, almond color 
for the timber, rather than the traditional dark brown that one 

TOP: Sue Falk sits among a few of her 
many hydrangeas in the front of her 
Arthur home.

ABOVE AND LEFT: The master suite, 
which includes specially crafted doors 
in the closets that feature thick, cross-
hatch wire inserts surrounded by dark 
wood frames and offer a glimpse of 
what’s inside.

RIGHT: Circles are a theme in the 
stonework in the garden, which also 
features a built-in grill.
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usually sees on this style home.

She then turned her attention to the yard. “I really wanted 
something in the back that gave the same feel as when you’re 
inside the house.” She leaned on BrownWoods landscape 
architects to design the patio and gardens, telling them she 
wanted distinct living spaces that reflected the interior of the 
house, as well as a view of trees or flowers outside every 
window.  Now there’s a beautiful and spacious brick patio with 
seating for up to 22 people, a pergola, built-in grill, raised flower 
beds, an English tea garden tucked away outside the formal 
living room, and a fire pit at the back of the yard with seating for 
another 10 people. The landscaping includes 47 tons of stone 
that came from the Arthur area, as well as a perennial garden.

“When I walk out the back door, I feel just as comfortable as I 
do in my home. It’s just as inviting to sit down, have a beverage 
... and enjoy the outdoors.”

In her front yard, she trimmed back the bushes that hugged the 
outside edge of the circular driveway and removed the shrubbery 
next to the house. “The shrubbery had grown quite large and I 
wanted to see more of the leaded glass windows.” In their place 
she had a multitude of hydrangea bushes, rose bushes and 
neatly trimmed lilac trees planted. She also had the approach to 
the front door expanded and placed park benches on either side 
of the walkway to the door.

Sue’s intent when remodeling her home wasn’t to make it on-
trend. “In my age group, I don’t think we necessarily go with 
what’s in. We go with what defines us. I don’t have a home 
that’s going to be on Pinterest. ... I didn’t decorate or design for 
anything other than to suit my lifestyle.

“Though the house is formal at first glance, upon entering you 
find it cozy and inviting,” she says. “I’m in every room of the first 
floor of this house every day.  I think that says a lot about the 
fact that I made it what I wanted.” ⅌
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A 
toast to
FALL

AUTUMN BREEZE
  —  2 oz Laird’s Bottled in Bond Apple Brandy
  —  1 oz fresh apple cider
  —  ¾ oz five spice simple syrup*
  —  ¾ oz lemon juice, freshly squeezed
Combine ingredients in a shaker, shake hard 
for 15 seconds, strain into a chilled martini 
glass. Garnish with a slice of apple or pear 
plus a few whole allspice berries and whole 
star anise.
No shaker at home? It is perfectly fine to 
combine ingredients in a jar or glass, fill with 
ice, stir for 30 seconds, and strain. You need 
not invest in a whole bar kit to make delicious 
cocktails at home. I actually just use a Mason 

jar with a lid as a shaker at home.
*To make: bring 1 cup water and 1 cup sugar to a simmer 
on the stove. Add whole spices including 1 cinnamon stick, 
3-4 slices of ginger, 5-10 allspice berries, 3-6 cloves, and 
a few star anise. (Extra credit if you toast spices first.) 
Remove pan from heat, cover, let steep 30 minutes. Strain 
into a clean jar. Will keep for two weeks.

Sam 
Vandegrift

Happy hour, fall-style, courtesy two locals who 
know how to mix a drink and didn’t mind sharing 
their recipes with At Home’s Kerry Rossow:

W hen I heard SAM VANDEGRIFT described as 
“longtime downtown server legend,” I knew I was 

going to have to belly up to the bar at Watson’s Shack & 
Rail for “research” on my quest to 
bring you, my all-things-pumpkin-spice-
loving readers, fall drink recipes. Sam 
lived up to the hype and shared not 
one but three scrumptious fall options:

CIDER SLUSH
This requires some planning ahead 
to make at home. Fill two ice cube 
trays with fresh apple cider (we use 
the fabulous cider made just down the 
road at Curtis Orchard). Grab some 
donuts, for garnish, while you’re out 
there if you want the whole experience.
Once frozen, crack one tray out into 
your blender. To this add:
  —  ½ cup spiced rum
  —  ½ cup bourbon whiskey
  —  Cider as needed to blend.
Run for a solid minute or more until all the ice is broken 
and slushy. Pour into glasses and serve with a straw and 
donut. Makes 4 drinks per tray. You’ll want more than one, 
so fill up trays as needed. You can empty trays into freezer 
bags to keep more cider ice on hand.
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SWEET CORN 
SOUR
This is a take on a classic 
whiskey sour to celebrate 
harvest and the change of 
seasons. I specifically chose 
Mellow Corn Bonded Whiskey 
to relish all the warming, 
creamy sweetness of corn, but 
any overproof whiskey will work 
fine.
Cut 15-20 kernels of fresh 
sweet corn from the cob. 
Muddle in the bottom of a 
rocks glass. To this add:
  —  2 oz Mellow Corn Bottled 
in Bond whiskey
  —  ¾ oz simple syrup (or 
more if you want it sweeter)
  —  ¾ oz lemon juice
Fill glass with ice, garnish with 
a hunk of corn or a bit of corn 
stalk. Yes, this will be starchy 
and funky. The muddled corn 
lends a wonderful grassy 
quality that is quite refreshing.

W hen you have 15 years of 
bartending experience — here’s 

looking at you, AIMEE MAPSON — you 
might want to be careful who you share 
that tidbit with. When a friend of a 
friend heard I needed fall drink recipes, 
Aimee didn’t stand a chance. Before 
you could say “pumpkin spice,” the 
longtime Iron Post pro was dusting off 
her cocktail shaker.

PUMPKIN PIE  
WHITE RUSSIAN
Drink
   —  2 shots vodka
   —  2 shots of pumpkin spice creamer
   —  1 shot Kahlua
Rim
   —  Pumpkin pie spice
   —  Sugar
   —  Crushed Graham crackers
Mix the ingredients for the rim on a shallow plate. Wet the glass edges with water 
and rim with the mixture.
Add vodka, Kahlua and cream into a large cocktail shaker with ice. Shake! Shake! 
SHAKE! Pour into rimmed glass and garnish with whipped cream and sprinkles. ⅌
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A living room 
fireplace appears to 

float in space.

26



On the flip side, not nearly as much is written 
about homes built in the 1980s — or so 
it seems. But Champaign resident Deena 
Rymhs is giving us a reason to embrace ‘80s 
architecture and all the possibilities it has to 
offer when decorating a home.

Deena, a professor of Native American 
literature at the University of Illinois, moved 
to Champaign in July 2020, and the home 
she and her husband, Christopher, purchased 
was built in 1987.

“I very nearly passed on it,” she says, 
“because it seemed too large for us, and 
because it would be a significant undertaking 
to get the house to how I envisioned it. 
However, I saw the vaulted ceilings, dramatic angles, numerous 
skylights — seven of them — and openness of the home, and 
knew it could be transformed.”

She viewed the 4,200-square-foot Hallbeck-built home as a 
design challenge: “I was excited about making the ‘largesse’ of 
‘80s architecture softer and more elegant.” These features are 
what make the space unique, according to Deena, and so the 
challenge was to update them with “softer, organic and warmer 
touches.”

Deena, who admits she needs her “daily design fix,” says her 
inspiration comes from Domino magazine as well as Instagram 
accounts and design blogs she follows. In particular, she 
enjoys keeping up with Leanne Ford, whose “liberated” style 
and willingness to break the rules appeal to Deena, and Sarah 
Sherman Samuel. Samuel designed a post-modern ‘80s home, 
Deena says, and it was her main inspiration when renovating her 
own home.

“I would describe my design style as ‘organic minimalism with 

Simple. Elegant.

EIGHTIES.
Deena Rymhs is embracing decade’s style, 
architecture after nearly passing on home altogether

T here is much to write about 100-year-old homes. 
Who doesn’t love a stately old brick home with 
arched doorways, built-in bookshelves, hidden 
closets, hardwood floors and covered front porches?

Story  Carolyn Maille-Petersen     x     Photos  Robin Scholz

The dining room 
in the home of 
Deena Rymhs 
(and her dog Emy) 
features an Eero 
Saarinen tulip 
table and chairs.
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‘70s glam flourishes,’” says Deena. “I love organic materials 
— wool rugs, artisan-made ceramics, marble and light wood-
grains — and mixing those materials with vintage pieces to give a 
space soul and a little unexpectedness. I use texture and the odd 
injection of color in an otherwise restrained palette of ivories and 
light tones.”

In keeping with this vision, Deena painted all the walls Benjamin 
Moore “Cloud White” — a color she has used in her last four 
houses. She removed the dark engineered-wood floors and 
replaced them with solid oak floors, replaced the kitchen 
countertops with honed marble, installed a waterfall-style marble 
countertop on the kitchen island to provide seating, and replaced 
all the handles and knobs throughout the home. In the powder 
room, she installed a simple floating cast-concrete sink with black 
fixtures.

The spare design style carries throughout the Rymhs’ new home.

“I wanted to let those features (the skylights, vaulted ceilings, 
dramatic angles and open design) be as much the focal point 
without adding other design elements to distract the eye from 
them,” states Deena. “Therefore, I kept all the walls and ceilings 
the same color and tried to keep wood tones to a similar medium or 
light range. Wall art is kept to a minimum, and all in neutral tones.”

They overhauled the floor-to-ceiling brick fireplace in the first of 
their two living rooms, removing the bricks so that it appears 
to float in space, giving it what she describes as a pared-down 
“Scandi aesthetic.” This same room was also home to an 

White walls 
and a spare 
design style 
are spotlighted 
throughout 
the main level, 
including in 
the kitchen, 
which features 
a waterfall-
style marble 
countertop.

For the

of your
REST

LIFE!
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outdated wet bar with its 
own seating area. “I kept the 
existing cabinetry to save on 
budget and replaced the fronts, 
doors, and hardware. We had 
the floor and front of the bar 
tiled, a large smoky mirror on 
two walls removed, and a new 
capsule mirror put in its place.”

Off to the side of the wet bar, 
the eye is drawn to the black 
painting that hangs below the 
skylight. “I chose the large-
scale painting because the size 
of the room needed something 
to anchor it visually,” says 
Deena, “and the light 
streaming in from the skylight 
creates a dynamic play of dark and illumination as the afternoon 
sun moves over to that side of the house.”

Their other living room, which faces the back yard, is light and airy 
thanks to the white walls and copious amounts of natural light that 
pour in through the large picture window overlooking the yard. The 
injection of color comes from the contemporary ochre sofa and 
vintage pink Moroccan rug that anchor the room. “I normally don’t 
use that much color,” she says, “but that ochre and pink together 
against the ivories and natural woods makes me smile each time I 
look at that room.”

This living room is also home to one of her newest finds — a 
Vladimir Kagan vintage armchair and stool she found on the 
Spears Furnishing website, a vintage furniture store based in 
Chicago. She had it reupholstered in a nubby white sheepskin 
bouclé and positioned it near the sofa, creating a funky cool vibe 
that completes the arrangement. “I knew I needed something kind 
of ‘80s for this house; there’s a little bit of offbeat to this ‘80s 
chair,” says Deena.

The home is a combination of vintage and new furniture partly 
because she likes to mix things up, but also because she is 
price conscious. “I will always shop for the best price (in vintage 
furnishings), but only for quality items. ... You just cannot get the 
quality and uniqueness with newly manufactured items.”

That being said, she doesn’t often purchase vintage fabric-covered 
furniture because it almost always needs to be reupholstered. 
“You might as well buy it new,” she says. Over the years, she has 
collected a lot of mid-century modern and Danish pieces, including 
a Svend Madsen teak wishbone desk and an Erik Kirkegaard 
armchair, both of which are in her office; two vintage black Maurice 
Burke safari chairs she placed in the kitchen sitting room; and an 
Eero Saarinen tulip table and chairs in her dining room.

Deena’s price consciousness in her new home also extends to 
the artwork. “One of the design challenges of this house is that 
there are large walls that need art. I knew I didn’t want to spend 
thousands of dollars on art, so I made the ink drawings that are 
in the dining room and bedroom, as well as the fiber art above the 
fireplace.”

Creating artwork isn’t new to Deena, but she hadn’t dabbled in it 
for decades because of the demands of her career. “Being in this 
house inspired me to start creating art.

“Making these pieces was very therapeutic,” she says, “and when 
I see them now, I think of the magical process of creating them.”

Finishing touches now in place, Deena is happy with the inside 
of her home. “Once I achieve the desired vision with a home, I’m 
pretty much content,” she says. “I’ll switch out details: a rug, 
a ceramic vase, and in some cases, furniture. I will never move 
furniture around though.”

Next up is the outside of the home. She is anxious to paint the 
house but says she is “restraining herself” for the time being. 
When she does begin work on the outside, the plan is to paint the 
house a shade of black, possibly Benjamin Moore “Black Magic” 
or Sherwin Williams “Caviar,” and to work on the landscaping. “I’m 
building my energy for that. Fortunately, we look out to a lot of 
natural green space and the golf course, so we don’t have to do 
much with the yard if we choose not to.”

Despite her initial reservations about the immensity of the house, 
Deena is satisfied with how it has turned out. “At first, we thought 
it was simply too much house for us. Filling those rooms took a lot 
of furniture and vision. We’ve now found that we use every room in 
this house, and it feels like the perfect size for us.”

A window in the kitchen offers a look onto a golf course.

⅌
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