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TOP
LAWYERS
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA AREA
BASED UPON A SURVEY OF THEIR PEERS

These LEADING LAWYERS have been recommended by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois.
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AG; Close/Private Held; Real Estate: Comm; RE: Finance; Trust/Will/Estate
Class Act/Mass Tort Pltf; Close/Private Held; Real Estate: Comm; Trust/Will/Estate
Criminal Def: DUI; Crim Def: Felon/Misd; Nursing Home Neg; PI: General; Work Comp
Elder; Family
AG; Gov/Muni/Lobby; Real Estate: Comm; RE: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate
AG; Banking; Close/Private Held; RE: Residential; Trust/Will/Estate
PI Defense: General; Product Liab Def
Criminal Defense: DUI; Crim Def: Felon/Misd; Family; PI Defense: General
PI Defense: General; Work Comp Defense
Ins/Insurance Cov/Reinsurance; Med-Mal Def; PI Def: General
Employment: Mgmt; PI Defense: General; Work Comp Defense
Work Comp Defense
Employ: Mgmt; Med-Mal Def; PI Def: General; Product Liab Def; Prof’l Mal Def
PI Defense: General; Prof’l Malpractice Def; Work Comp Defense
Health; Med-Mal Def
Work Comp Defense
Med-Mal Def; PI Def: General; Product Liab Def; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Civil Rights/Constitutional; Commercial Litigation; Employment: Mgmt
Work Comp Defense
ADR: Personal Injury
Commercial Litigation; Ins/Insurance Cov/Reinsurance; Med-Mal Def
Agriculture; Land Use/Zoning/Condemnation; Real Estate: Comm
Workers’ Compensation
Personal Injury: General
Workers’ Compensation
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Workers’ Compensation
Workers’ Compensation
Civil Appellate; Comm Lit; PI Defense: General
Personal Injury: General; PI Plaintiff’s: Product Liability
Class Act/Mass Tort Pltf; Crim Def: Felon/Misd; PI: General; PI: Prof’l Malpractice
Med-Mal Def; Prof’l Malpractice Def
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Civil Appellate; Work Comp Defense
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Trust/Will/Estate
Work Comp Defense
Personal Injury: General; Social Security Disability
Criminal Defense: DUI; Crim Defense: Felon/Misd
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These EMERGING LAWYERS have been identified by their peers to be among the TOP LAWYERS in Illinois who are age 40 or younger OR
who have been admitted to the practice of law for 10 or fewer years.
Angelica W. Wawrzynek
Tyler J. Pratt
Gina Couri-Cyphers
Joseph R. Wetzel
Rowan E. Themer
Seth D. Baker
Justin N. Brunner
Eric S. Chovanec

Armstrong Grove & Wawrzynek LLC
Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen PC
Kanoski Bresney
LivingstonBarger
Schiro & Themer
Thomas Mamer LLP
Thomas Mamer LLP
Thomas Mamer LLP

Mattoon
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Champaign
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217.344.0060
217.356.1570
217.351.7479
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Close/Private Held; Trust/Will/Estate
Med-Mal Def; PI Defense: General; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Personal Injury: General
Commercial Litigation; PI Defense: General
Personal Injury: General; Workers’ Compensation
PI Defense: General; Work Comp Defense
Gov/Muni/Lobby; Med-Mal Def; PI Def: General; Prof’l Malpractice Def
Employment: Mgmt; Labor: Mgmt; Work Comp Defense

A lawyer CANNOT buy the distinction of Leading or Emerging Lawyer. The distinction was earned by being among those lawyers most often
recommended by their peers. For a full description of our research process, a complete list of all Leading or Emerging Lawyers, and to view profiles
of the lawyers listed on this page, go to

www.LeadingLawyers.com
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From the editor's desk
Charlotte Ebel took to journalism at a young age, influenced by
print editions of The News-Gazette and New York Times that
showed up at her parents’ doorstep.
“I grew up reading newspapers,”
the 17-year-old senior at Uni
High said. “It helps that I’ve
consumed a lot of it since I
was young.”
Ebel enthusiastically agreed
to contribute to this issue,
helping tell the story of how
different stages of life impact
the places we call home. She’s
coming up to a noteworthy
crossroads, herself: The
transition from high school to
college, where she plans to
major in – yep – journalism.
Her profiles of Ashley Morgan and Carrie Stephens Barker make
it clear she has a bright future in the business. So does her work
with “High School Confidential” in The News-Gazette, a five-yearold project in which students – nominated by their principals –
file weekly reports on their school’s news.
At Uni High, remote learning has been the lead story for more
than a year.
“It’s definitely been unfamiliar territory,” said Ebel, a top student
and three-sport athlete. “It doesn’t feel real yet. All the defining
moments in high school – dances, first day of school assemblies,
sports – have been altered or are unrecognizable.
“I try to keep it in perspective. On a larger scale, with all the
things happening in the world, it could be worse.”
The At Home assignments, she said, were a pleasant change
of pace.
“It helped me become familiar with all the cool things that
go on in our community, things I wasn’t aware of,” she said.
“Sometimes I feel like I know everything about ChampaignUrbana because to me it feels kind of small. But this made me
realize how much I don’t know.”

- Jim Rossow
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Ask

the
expert
STORY & PHOTOS

K

Kerry Rossow

aren Devine, owner of Devine
Designs and a member of Central

Illinois Business magazine’s Class
of 2011 Forty Under 40, answers
reader questions each issue. Submit

them at karendevine@yahoo.com.
Today’s question: “I have a built-in bookshelf in
my living room. How do I mix my newer things
with family keepsakes and sentimental pieces?”
Karen says ...
1. Keep only those items that are most
meaningful. If your item brings you joy then
it is definitely a keeper. If it’s something you
have not looked at in the last six months,
it’s probably time to donate or pass that
item on. You can always bless a special
family member with that keepsake.
2. Display similar items together. When you
group items, there is more of an impact. If
you have three antique brass candlesticks
spread across a 6-foot bookcase, they’re
not going to be as impactful as they would
be grouped together. If you have antique
boxes, try stacking them. Always remember
that clustering items in odd numbers such
as three, five and seven gives the greatest
impact. If you have a very small item
consider putting it on a pedestal to give it
6

more of an impact. You may
also consider antique books
stacked as a pedestal.
3. Once you have decided
what sentimental, handeddown items you plan on
incorporating in your design,
then shop your home,
your local thrift stores,
HomeGoods, Target and
furniture stores to fill in.
When choosing items, take
into account your overall
style, color and theme.
Layer your new items with
old. A mix of books, boxes,
candles, as well as artificial
plants, such as an orchid or dried boxwood,
can really help elevate your bookcase or curio.
4. When decorating your cabinet, always
remember to start from bottom to top.
The bottom shelf should have the largest,

bulkiest items. This will ground your
bookshelf. As you add your decorative items,
consider arranging your books differently. As
mentioned above, use some as pedestals
as well as put other books up right. Consider
adding items such as art and family photos
to the back of the shelves, adding vases,
candles and other decorative objects in
front of those items, layering as you go.
Once you feel like you have styled your book
shelf to your satisfaction, step back and edit.
If one side of your display seems heavier than
the other, you might want to consider spacing
large objects and/or bold colors throughout
the shelving. You also may find that it seems
a little cluttered. At that point you might
consider removing a few items to leave a bit
of negative space. That can give your eyes
a chance to rest and take in all the other
beautiful, sentimental pieces you have placed.
By following these basic guidelines,
you’ll be able to incorporate all your old,
priceless, sentimental keepsakes with
fresh and new items. This will help make
your house yours, unique only to you. =

THE UNIVERSAL SIGN
OF A SUCCESSFUL

Business Loan
Opportunities are
awaiting you

Business Checking Accounts
BankWise Online Banking
eProducts
Remote Deposit
bankprospect.com
Positive Pay
Same Day ACH
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STAGE OF LIFE

Young,
hip
Ashley Morgan and
her head-turning
charcuterie skills

STORY

Charlotte Ebel
Kerry Rossow

PHOTOS

Charcuterie has skyrocketed in popularity
among millennials.
Thanks to social media, these aesthetically
pleasing meat-and-cheese boards are
favorites of influencers and celebrities alike.
Savoy’s Ashley Morgan jumped on the trend,
and has used time during the pandemic to
hone her charcuterie skills. However, she
was introduced to the concept of charcuterie
long before the internet made them popular.
“There’s another family that we’re really close
with here in town, and we often would do
dinner parties together,” said Morgan. “We
just started making these meat-and-cheese
boards, and it was never a big deal.”
Once she started seeing charcuterie boards
online, Morgan’s interest was piqued. She
decided to try her hand, and not only did she
enjoy it, but she now has it down to a science.
From large parties to casual dinners with
friends, Morgan employs the same blueprint to
ensure the success of every board she arranges.

“Usually anybody will like that
type of cheese,” she said.
She then surrounds her cheeses with fruit,
olives or pickles to break up the flavor, and
her secret ingredient: celery, which Morgan
adds “for a little bit of extra crunch.” Her only
rule is this: do not overstuff your board.
“I cannot stress this enough. It hurts my
heart when I see the boards are overstuffed,
because how are you actually going to get
into anything?” said Morgan. “If you have
to, have a second board lined up for your
extras like your crackers or extra dips.”

The high-end ingredients that charcuterie
boards often require can add up in price,
It begins with an array of cheeses, Morgan using
but Morgan has successfully budgeted
between three and six. She has two offsetting
her hobby by finding ingredients at Aldi. A
favorites: a sharp cheddar and a light manchego.
self-described “avid Aldi shopper,” Morgan
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Basement Crack Repair
Bowing Walls
Basement Crack Repair
Bowing Walls

takes advantage of the affordable prices
and diverse selections offered there.
“I love shopping at our other local stores like
Art Mart and Sun Singer as well to round out
my charcuterie board,” added Morgan. “But
if I’m going to make (a charcuterie board)
for someone and they don’t really have
a preference, Aldi is a great choice.”
Even with the local success of her
charcuterie arrays, Morgan still takes a
lighthearted approach to every board.

Basement Waterproofing
Dry Living Space

“It's just really relaxing and just something
kind of fun to put together,” Morgan
said. “There isn’t really a wrong way to
do it. I think you just place things in an
order that makes you happy.” =

Basement Remodeling &
Egress Window Installed

Encapsulating & Leveling
Floors Above Crawl Spaces Too!

Special Offer Online!

MSMWoods.Com
1-866-259-3695
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STAGE OF LIFE

School daze
STORY

Charlotte Ebel
Robin Scholz

PHOTOS

Opposite: The
main staircase
and entryway.
Top: The dining
room.
Middle and right:
The living room.
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C

arrie Barker had no intention of starting a
business when she began posting pictures of
her house on Instagram in 2016.
“I was a stay-at-home mom for 10 years,” said
Barker. “That’s what I wanted to do and I
thought that’s what I would continue doing.”
However, she soon grew a sizable following –
her current follower count is over 57,000 – and
her posts became flooded with comments from
people struggling to design their own homes.
“I got asked so many times for help that
I started walking people through the
process,” said Barker. “It took a year for
me to be convinced that I might as well
start making money. It was very organic.”
Regarding her expansion into blogging,
Carrie said, “The two primary topics of my
blog are 'Home Build Planning’ and ‘Home
Build Design.’ The entire goal of my blog,
website and programs is to simplify the
13

custom home-build process and to empower
women to confidently make design decisions
for their new home that they won’t later
regret and that won’t blow the budget.
“In a nutshell, my mission is: Empowering
women to build the custom home of their
dreams with less stress, more confidence,
and a strategic plan to stay on budget.”
Though she did not anticipate home design
turning into her career, Barker has always
been drawn to it. She loved rearranging her
bedroom as a child, and learned about the
power of minor interior changes from her
parents’ frequent home renovations. Barker
even entered her freshman year at Miami
University as an interior design major, but
switched to psychology in her first week.
“There were so many art classes (required for
the interior design major), and I was super
nervous about the art classes,” laughed Barker.
After graduate school, Carrie and her husband,
Brad, moved to Indianapolis. As their family
grew they decided to return to the Champaign
14

Above: The eating
area off of the
kitchen.
Left: The master
bedroom and bath
on the first floor.
Opposite: The
basement
kitchenette.

Art – the ultimate finishing touch!
Working from home?
Bonnie Switzer

Rimas VisGirda
Janis Wunderlich

3003146

Partner with Techline Office spaces
to help you organize!
120 W. Main Street Urbana • 217-384-2253
Open 10am-5pm Wednesday - Saturday • Cinemagallery.cc
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area to be closer to their families. (Barker
and her husband both hail from Champaign).
When asked the age-old question about
the work/family juggling act, Barker said,
“Both of my girls are very involved so we
do A LOT of juggling of carpool schedules
to get them to practice 45 minutes away
from home several times per week.
“I always bring my laptop along when I drive
the volleyball carpool because I’m waiting for
two to three hours. I just turn on my hotspot
in my car and work on my business while
they have practice. I love that my business
is completely location-independent and I
have a very flexible schedule. I have never
missed the girls’ school parties (before
COVID-19) and I’m always available to take
them to appointments. I just work on my
business around the girls’ busy schedules.”
Barker said it had long been a dream of hers
to “build from the ground up and design my
own home,” and she was finally given that
opportunity 7½ years ago. The end result? A
stunning home that, as Barker writes on her
website, “makes (her family) happy every day.”
16

Top and middle:
The teen's hang
out room.
Left: The kitchen.

Though Barker has successfully monetized
her passion for home design, her first
priority is still to help people get through a
process that she knows can be stressful
and difficult. Oftentimes, she seeks to
provide resources that she wishes she had
access to when she designed her home.
Her biggest piece of advice for people
designing their own homes is one that
may seem obvious, but failing to follow it
is the most frequent mistake that Barker
encounters: think about the bigger picture.
“The only way to create a cohesive color
scheme and a cohesive design flow
is to think about the end result,” said
Barker. “Envision your home, envision your
design before you start the process.”
Above: Carrie
Stephens Barker
in her home
office.

“I never intended to have a business, ever,”
she added. “But I’m glad it worked out
that way, because I love what I do.” =

Right: A cabinet
on the stairway
up to the first
floor from the
basement.
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STAGE OF LIFE

Downsizing
empty
nester
STORY

Kerry Rossow
Robin Scholz

PHOTOS

W

ith an empty nest on the horizon, Sherry
Cozad downsized from a 4,500-square-foot

home to a 2,000-square-foot duplex in 2018.

"Ultimately, it was cathartic and I really got to
think about every piece and decide what meant
something to me,” she said. “Nothing has to
be childproof anymore and I don't need to see
if someone else will appreciate my selections."
Cozad’s style has evolved from a traditional,
monochromatic feel to what she describes
as Preppy Bohemian. It is a combination
of clean, simple lines and patterns mixed
with color, texture and natural elements.
She chose fun art that is both thoughtprovoking and conversation-starting.
As a lead project manager and designer
for McGuire Homes, Cozad sometimes
puts pressure on herself to make her
home look perfect. But she is dedicated to
keeping her home a soft spot to fall for her
children: Athena, 20, and Malcolm, 19.
"Even when they are grown, I want them to
always know this is still their home," she said.
18

Above: Sherry
Cozad in the
living area of her
condo.
Below:
The kitchen.
Opposite, right:
The dining area.

Cozad has always encouraged her children to
express their own decorating styles – even
when that included lots of purple. Her daughter
is majoring in design and architecture.
When asked what she learned from her mother
and what she has passed down, Cozad said, "I
learned that it is all in the details, the little
pieces that pull a look together, that mean
something or have a story. That is what
connects us to our homes. I hope I have
passed this down to my children as well. The
one thing I know I have passed down is this: all
decorative pillows must be karate chopped!"
A favorite quote of Cozad’s is from Melissa
Michaels: "Our home should inspire us to
go into the world to do great things and
then welcome us back for refreshment."
Said Cozad: "I love this quote for
everyone, but when you have children in
college, it takes on a special meaning
for them and their return home." =

Fresh
Quality calls for Precision.

Siding • Windows • Walls • Garage doors • Cabinets
Drywall texturing • Epoxy floors & much more!

Ask how to get your FREE estimate!

3003271
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701 West Park Avenue, Champaign, Illinois 61820
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217-351-2500 | 720 S. Neil St., Champaign
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Thanks for voting us #1 in the Painting Category
of The People’s Choice 2019 awards!
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STAGE OF LIFE

A growing family
STORY

Anthony Zilis
Robin Scholz

PHOTOS

Mom Sarah
and daughter
Molly and son
Jimmy at the
Newman home in
Champaign

D

uring their first stint in Champaign
as kids, Sarah and Andrew Newman
didn’t live far from each other, but

their paths rarely crossed during that time.

“We never went to any of the same
schools,” Sarah said. “I kind of knew
who he was, but not really.”
Instead, it took a move 200 miles
away for their relationship to spark.
Andrew was living with Sarah’s twin brother,
John, in the dorms at Ball State when their
relationship started in a significant way. The
two started dating, moved to Chicago and got
married before moving to North Carolina, putting
Champaign in their rearview mirror for good.
Or so they thought.
When they had their first child, Jimmy, four
years ago, they began to realize how much
having parents nearby would help. Jimmy had
colic, meaning at times, he’d cry nonstop.
“We were kind of on our own,” Andrew said.
“When we got pregnant with our second, I
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think that’s when we really got serious
about moving back to Champaign.”
Even then, they didn’t realize how close
those extra sets of hands would be.
With Jimmy and their daughter Molly in
tow, they decided to pack up and moved to
back to their hometown two years ago.
Even then, they didn’t know exactly how
close they’d wind up to Sarah’s parents.
As they looked at homes, the four members
of the Newman family stayed with Sarah’s
parents in the Clark Park neighborhood. One
day, they were out for a walk and noticed
that a house a few doors down was being
renovated. They struck up a conversation
with the owners, who were renovating the
house to be sold. At the time, they were
attempting to place a bid on another home,
but when they saw the house and heard the
vision for the renovation, they were sold.
For both Sarah and Andrew, living within
walking distance of their parents was the
ideal situation. They’d have help with their
childcare, of course, but it went far beyond that.
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“My whole family is really close,” Sarah
said. “We just enjoy spending time together.
In college I always really looked forward to
coming home. I loved Miami so much, but
we just enjoyed spending time with them.”
A year later, Sarah’s twin brother, John, who
works as a dentist alongside their father, Scott,
moved in a few doors down in the opposite

direction along with his wife, Whitney and sixmonth-old daughter, Murphy. Andrew’s parents
live about a 10-minute walk away as well.
“Some people say it’s kind of like we have
a compound around Clark Park,” Andrew
said. "It’s really fun, and we all kind of
help each other out, which is nice.”
After seeing their parents a few times a year,
the Newmans see them almost daily now.
With a third child on the way in April, Andrew
and Sarah are happier than ever that they
decided to return to their hometown, which
they’re experiencing together for the first time.
“Of course we were looking forward to getting
help with the kids, which we do,” Sarah said.
“They were incredibly helpful and willing, and
they love being with the kids. But it’s also just
been fun, because Andrew and I haven’t lived
here since we were 18 years old. It’s a totally
different experience living here in our 30’s
compared to when we were teenagers. So it’s
been really fun just to kind of have the adult
experience with our parents so close by.” =
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Going
yard
PHOTO

F

Jim Rossow

or springtime advice outside the
house, we turned to the popular

plant experts at Prairie Gardens in

Champaign. Saturday morning radio
regulars on WDWS – podcasts are
available at news-gazette.com – the
Prairie Gardens crew knows a thing or
two about making yards beautiful
and bountiful.
NO. 1
WHEN CAN I PLANT?
When you plant varies year to year and depends
on what you are planting, soil and air temps,
and if the soil is workable and not too wet.
Grass seed can be planted anytime
as long as the soil is workable. Do not
mix planting grass seed and herbicide
applications in the same area.
Cool-season annuals (like pansies, primrose
and violas) and cool-season vegetables
(like spinach, lettuce, radish, carrots
and turnips) can be planted as early as
late-March until early-to-mid May.

and cucumbers) should be planted closer to
our frost-free date, which is typically around
Mother’s Day. While they tolerate a dip in
temps with protection, they really do not
like nighttime temps below 50 degrees.
Trees, shrubs, small fruits, berry bushes and
fruit trees can all be planted anytime, as long
as the soil is workable and not too wet.
Do not plant anything if...the ground is too
wet! Planting in soil that is too wet creates
unnecessary soil compaction, making it
difficult for plants to become established
and develop a thriving root system.
NO. 2
SOIL PREPARATION
How do I prepare my soil for spring?
Especially in our area, where much of our
soil is heavy in clay, adding compost is vital
to prepare your soil for spring. Whether it’s
compost you’ve created on your own or
compost you purchase, adding this organic
matter will condition your soil, add natural
slow-release fertilizers and improve soil
structure. The more you are able to work the
compost into your existing soil the better.

Perennial seeds can be directly sowed into
the ground late-March to late-April. We
recommend waiting to plant perennial plants
in the ground until around mid-to-late April.

Just like when planting, it’s important that you
do not amend your soil when it’s too wet. You
can easily test if your soil is dry enough to
plant by grabbing a chunk of it in your hand and
squeezing. If it sticks together it’s too wet to
plant and if it falls apart it’s likely safe to plant.

Warm season flowers (like impatiens, marigolds,
petunias and begonias) and warm-season
vegetables (like tomatoes, peppers, squash

Quick tip: Sand should never be used to break
your soil. It will actually bind with the clay in your
soil, making the soil structure much worse.
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Clockwise
from the top:
Linda Stickels,
MaryAnn Metz,
John Wisegarver,
Steve Brown,
Megan Reynolds,
Omar Castenada
and Andrea Boley.

NO. 3
IS MY          DEAD?
If you’re wondering if your rose, hydrangea,
butterfly bush, ornamental grass, or perennial
hibiscus made it through the winter, you’re not
alone. We are commonly asked about how to
tell if these popular varieties have survived.
Just be patient. Rose buds may not swell
until early-to-mid April; hydrangeas, butterfly
bushes, and ornamental grasses may not
show signs of new growth until mid-to-late
April to mid-May; and Perennial hibiscus
may not begin to break dormancy until
well after Mother’s Day or late May.
Keep these time frames in mind and add a
little cushion. If you are getting antsy, you can
go down to the base of the plant or even below
the ground and scratch the stem to see if
there is any green or signs of life. If there are,
there’s a really good chance it’ll come back.
NO. 4
WHEN TO PRUNE WHAT?
As a general guideline, flowering bushes that
bloom before June 1st should be pruned right after they flower. This will promote new growth this
season and ensure you enjoy flowers next spring.

Flowering bushes that bloom after earlyto-mid June are likely blooming on new
wood and should be pruned before new
growth appears in early spring.
Roses should be pruned when you start
to see signs of new growth. Quit pruning
around the end of August; otherwise, you’ll
be promoting more and more growth when
you want the plant to slow down a bit.
The best time to prune trees is often when
they are dormant, although you can prune
damaged or dead limbs at any time.
NO. 5
HOW TO PLANT TREES & SHRUBS?
First, remove the tree from the container. Often
times, you’ll find the roots will be wound around
the soil. You’ll want to break these up and if
really tangled cut them. Dig a hole that is about
one and a half times as deep as the container
and about twice as wide. Amend the soil with
compost, mixing it with some of the existing
soil you’ve taken it out of the hole. Set your
tree or shrub into the hole until it is about an
inch or two above the surrounding line, since
it’ll likely settle. Fill in with soil and compost
mix, mulch around the soil line, and water
thoroughly and deeply. Stake as needed. =

BodyWork

A s s o c i a t e s

Our Precision Neuromuscular Massage Therapy
doesn’t just feel wonderful, it significantly
reduces muscular pain and discomfort.

3003341

Online scheduling and gift certificates are available.
Now also offering sessions at I Hotel
407 Windsor Road, Champaign • 217-351-1011
Inside the ARC on the UI Campus • 217-239-5865
44 E. Main St., Ste 102, Champaign • 217-730-3008

www.BodyWorkAssociates.com
Serving CU since 1982.

27

STAGE OF LIFE

Grandparents
STORY

Anthony Zilis
Robin Scholz

PHOTOS

S

cott and Lynn Anderson never imagined they’d move back

to Champaign when Scott was in dental school in the

1980s. Then, his father’s dental practice caught fire.

“He had to decide when he was rebuilding
whether he was going to take extra space in the
building if I wanted to come back,” Scott said.
“We thought there would be benefits to having
our parents in town when we were raising kids.
“It turned out to be a great decision.”
Working with his father and living near both of
their parents wound up being a life decision
that would have benefits to this day.
There was always someone there to help with
their three kids, and when holidays rolled
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around, there was no question that they’d have
extended family to celebrate with. As a bonus,
Scott and Lynn’s parents were close friends,
so both families would congregate regularly.
“We both enjoyed (having our parents nearby)
very much, because both sets of parents
were very active in our kids’ lives and all
of their sporting activities, etc.,” Lynn said.
“We didn’t know it, but I think it was the
reason our kids came back to Champaign.
They saw how nice it was to know your
grandparents and all grow up together.”

Above: Scott Anderson plays with
grandson Jimmy.
Opposite, top:
John Anderson,
left, bounces a
soccer ball as Sarah Newman and
daughter Molly,
Lynn Anderson
and granddaughter Murphy and
Whitney Anderson, Murphy's
mom, talk.
Opposite, middle:
Scott Anderson
plays with Molly
and Jimmy in the
basement bounce
house.
Opposite, bottom:
Lynn Anderson
holds granddaughter Murphy.
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Over the last few years, their twin children,
Sarah and John, wound up moving back
to town with their own kids and now live
within a few blocks of them across the
street from Clark Park. Their time spent
together goes beyond the block they live
on, because John is a dentist at his father’s
practice, where Sarah works part-time.
“It’s very unique,” Lynn said. I think if we told our
kids, ‘When you’re 30, you’re going to live right
near us,’ they would’ve said, ’No, we’re not.’
“You can’t plan these things. It’s so nice. Just
amazing. I babysat all day today, and then I
can just go home. It’s amazing. You walk over,
and walk home. They might come over for half
an hour every day if they wanted to, yet you
still have your space. So, it’s kind of nice.”
Sometimes, the families see each other daily.
Sometimes, they’ll go a few days without
seeing each other, when it seems as if they
don’t live quite so close. Sometimes, they’ll
spend a few brief minutes together before
dinner. Other times, the kids will camp out
all day at their grandparents’ house.
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“It’s pretty amazing that you can walk to
the park and spend 15 or 20 minutes with
them right before dinner and then they can
go home and we can go home, or you can
spend the whole afternoon together,” Scott
said. “But it’s really nice that we can do
it in small little increments and you can
spend large chunks of time together.”
Their grandkids, four-year-old Jimmy, twoyear-old Molly, and six-month old Murphy,
are the fifth generation of their family to
live in Champaign. Scott’s grandfather
was a professor at Illinois in the 1930’s,
so as a kid he spent plenty of time in
Urbana at his grandparents’ house.
“There’s no downside to having multiple
generations raise your family,” Scott said.
“That’s a great experience for us and for
our kids ... I think our kids recognize the
tremendous benefits. Is Champaign the
most scenic town in the world? No. But
it’s awfully nice to be together.” =

Left to right: Andrew and Sarah
Newman and
Molly, Scott and
Whitney Anderson and Murphy,
Lynn and Scott
Anderson and
grandson Jimmy
Newman.
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